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1 BACKGROUND

Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet emanate from the Meehan range and
flow through the suburb of Risdon Vale on Hobart’s eastern shore, before joining
together near Kerria Road and flowing on to the Derwent River near Risdon Cove.

The riparian areas surrounding these waterways in Risdon Vale are owned and
managed by Clarence City Council (Council). This section of the waterways
provides a natural backdrop for a large number of homes in Risdon Vale and is
valued by locals for their natural setting and recreational track network.

A Rivercare Plan encompassing Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet was
prepared in 2002, with a vision of maintaining these and other local waterways as
“...a clean, free flowing, accessible environment with sustainable biological
systems via strategic, integrated activities and education of land managers and
community members” (Sinclair Knight Merz 2002). A key recommendation of this
plan was to undertake weed control along the Council owned sections of the
waterways, and in 2007 a Weed Management Plan was prepared for Risdon Vale
Creek (Tasflora 2007). Over the last 10 years, major weed infestations have been
removed and new tracks constructed to facilitate community usage and enjoyment
of the native riparian environment.

Tasflora has now been engaged by Council to develop a five year Reserve Activity
Plan for the Council owned riparian sections of Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree
Hill Rivulet (hereafter referred to as “the Reserve”), including the development of
an implementation plan identifying immediate and ongoing management priorities
to be undertaken during the period 2013-2018.1

The recommendations contained within this Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill
Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 are intended to provide guidance for on
ground activities that can be implemented by Council, community groups and/or
volunteers. It is acknowledged that it may not be possible to undertake all
recommended activities due to resource constraints; rather the intent of this plan is
to provide a guide to management concepts and outcomes that could be achieved
if sufficient funding can be obtained.

2 OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve
Activity Plan 2013-2018 are to:

 ensure the Reserve is sustainably managed to preserve and enhance its
natural, cultural and social values;

 identify priority management activities to be undertaken within the Reserve
by Council, community groups and/or volunteers as resources become
available during the period 2013-2018;

1
The Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 falls under

Council’s Clarence Bushland and Coastal Strategy, which summarises plans and strategies
relevant to Reserves within the Clarence municipality.
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 ensure that adequate fuel modified buffer zones, fuel breaks and emergency
vehicle access are maintained to reduce the bushfire risk to adjoining
properties and to enable the Tasmania Fire Service (TFS) to control
bushfires in the Reserve; and

 encourage community engagement through raising awareness of the
Reserve’s values and encourage participation in activities to minimise
threats to these values.

3 SITE DESCRIPTION

The riparian area covered by the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet
Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 is illustrated in Figure 1. The Reserve is zoned
as Recreation under the Clarence Planning Scheme 2007 (Clarence City Council
2011).

Figure 1: Area covered by the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve
Activity Plan 2013-2018, including existing Reserve entrances E1-9 (aerial photograph
provided by Clarence City Council).

The Risdon Vale Creek section of the Reserve emerges from the Meehan Range
Conservation Area and flows through Risdon Vale until its confluence with
Grasstree Hill Rivulet near Kerria Road. The main channel of Risdon Vale Creek
was mechanically cleared in 1993 following floods (North Barker & Associates –
Ecosystem Services 2002), and several weir structures have been constructed
along its length. Over the last 15 years, the Friends of Risdon Vale Rivulet Group,
the Risdon Vale Landcare Group, Council and contractors have removed
significant weed infestations along the length of the waterway and undertaken
selective planting of natives along the creek banks. The riparian environment is
now comprised of a waterway surrounded by emergent natives and an exotic
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grassy understorey. A walking track follows the length of the creek, which is
bounded by residential dwellings, road reserves, and Risdon Vale Oval.

The Grasstree Hill Rivulet section of the Reserve also emerges from the Meehan
Range Conservation area, and flows adjacent to Grasstree Hill Road to Kerria
Road bridge. Much of this section of the Reserve is bounded by residential
dwellings, and several tracks traverse the bush in the upper section of the rivulet.
The upper section of the waterway is surrounded by native vegetation, while the
section west of Sugarloaf Road is comprised of an exotic grassy understorey with a
few emergent natives. Significant work has been undertaken to remove willows
and other weeds from this section of the Reserve.

4 SITE VALUES

4.1 Native flora

Typical native vegetation in the Reserve is illustrated in Figures 2-3. The upper
reaches of Grasstree Hill Rivulet flows through Eucalyptus viminalis (white gum)
shrubby forest (North Barker & Associates – Ecosystem Services 2002), which is
not listed as a threatened vegetation community under the Tasmanian Nature
Conservation Act 2002. The remaining riparian environments along both
waterways are comprised of an exotic grassy understorey with varying densities of
emergent native trees, predominantly silver wattle (Acacia dealbata) and emergent
eucalypts such as black gum (Eucalyptus ovata), white gum (E. viminalis) and blue
gum (E. globulus).

Two plants occurring in the Reserve are of high conservation value, including
shade peppercress (Lepidium pseudotasmanicum) and coast houndstongue
(Cynoglossum australe). Further information on these threatened species is
provided at Appendix 1.

4.2 Native fauna

The native vegetation within the Reserve provides habitat for a range of native
wildlife, including mammals, birds, reptiles and invertebrates. Importantly, there is
habitat to support several threatened fauna species, as summarised in Appendix 1.

The upper section of Grasstree Hill Rivulet is likely to support the highest diversity
of wildlife in the Reserve due to its intact native vegetation. A variety of canopy
layers, dead trees and hollow logs provide nesting and foraging habitat for birds
and mammals, and fallen timber and leaf litter provide important habitat for reptiles
and invertebrates. Fire-protected sites along the forested creek line have been
identified as important habitat for localised invertebrate populations (Sinclair Knight
Merz 2002).

Mature gum trees with hollows along both waterways provide potential habitat for a
number of birds and animals, including the endangered swift parrot (Lathamus
discolor) and Tasmanian masked owl (Tyto novaehollandiae subsp. castanops).
Remnant trees in the lower reaches of the waterways play a particularly important
habitat role in areas where land clearing and weed control have created a highly
modified urban grassland environment. Increasing habitat diversity in these
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Figure 2: Typical native vegetation along Grasstree Hill Rivulet.

Figure 3: Regenerating vegetation along Risdon Vale Creek.
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grassland areas along the length of both waterways has been identified as long
term management issue for the Reserve.

The immediate environment of the waterways provides a distinct and localised
habitat for aquatic fauna, including fish, frogs and aquatic invertebrates, and a
platypus has been historically recorded in Risdon Vale Creek. Many of these
species are sensitive to changes to their riparian environment such as habitat loss,
changing water flows, contaminants, erosion, in-stream barriers and weed
infestations. Management of this riparian environment has been identified as an
important ongoing issue for both waterways.

4.3 Cultural heritage

No important Aboriginal heritage sites have been previously recorded within the
Reserve. However, the absence of previously recorded sites cannot be taken as
an indication that there are no Aboriginal sites present as the area has never been
surveyed. A number of Aboriginal sites are known from the surrounding area, and
it is considered that there is a high probability of Aboriginal heritage being present
(Adam Marshall, Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania, pers. comm. 2013).

Under the Tasmanian Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 (the Aboriginal Relics Act), it is an
offence to ‘destroy, damage, disfigure, conceal, uncover, expose, excavate or
otherwise interfere with a relic’ unless a permit has been granted. It is therefore
important to ensure that no artefacts or other cultural material are exposed or
disturbed without a permit during Reserve management activities. In the event that
an Aboriginal artefact is inadvertently uncovered, an Unanticipated Discovery Plan
should be implemented immediately (refer Appendix 2) and the items reported to
Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania for advice.

4.4 Recreational values

The Reserve is used for a range of recreational activities by local residents and
visitors, including walking, jogging and dog exercise. The section of Grasstree Hill
Rivulet east of Sugarloaf Road is currently a designated off-lead dog exercise area
under Council’s Dog Management Policy, although dogs must remain under
effective control. The Risdon Vale Creek track is used as a thoroughfare by locals
(eg to shops, school etc). Open grassy areas along both waterways provide space
for children to play games, and play equipment and a BMX track near Risdon Vale
Primary School provide further outdoor recreation opportunities.

4.5 Education values

There is a history of community commitment and enthusiasm for caring for the
Reserve through the Risdon Vale Landcare Group (run through the Risdon Vale
Neighbourhood Centre) and the Friends of Risdon Vale Rivulet Group. Activities of
these groups have included weeding, revegetation, mulching and removing rubbish
and provide an opportunity to share knowledge and promote community education
of the Reserve’s natural values and potential threats to these.

The Risdon Vale Primary School has been actively involved in caring for the
section of the Risdon Vale Creek between Heather Road and Sugarloaf Road.
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This has provided an opportunity to educate children about riparian values as well
as promoting ownership of their natural environment.

A recent partnership between Council, the Tasmanian Prison Service and the
Risdon Vale community has established a program under which a team of Risdon
prison inmates have been working along Risdon Vale Creek to undertake weed
control, revegetation activities, track construction and rubbish removal. The
program has many positive benefits, including providing meaningful work for
inmates and helping them obtain new skills.

4.6 Landscape setting and connectivity

Connectivity between areas of bushland provides an important ecological link for
flora and fauna to enable gene flow between populations and to allow animals to
move across the landscape for foraging, nesting and breeding. The Reserve is
linked directly to the Meehan Range State Recreation Area and indirectly to Grass
Tree Hill via native vegetation on private land which provides an important
connection for the movement of flora and fauna. Following the convergence of
both waterways near Kerria Road, Grasstree Hill Rivulet continues on to merge
with Risdon Brook, providing an important riparian linkage with Risdon Cove and
the Derwent River.

The Reserve also provides a significant bushland and riparian backdrop to many
houses in Risdon Vale, and is valued by locals for this landscape setting.
Maintaining and enhancing this setting is important for ongoing visual amenity in
Risdon Vale.

This landscape setting and connectivity is important for the long term viability of
Clarence’s bushland areas and ongoing visual amenity in the municipality. It is
important that these linkages be preserved and strengthened though strategic land
use planning.

5 BUSHFIRE RISK

A Bushfire Management Plan does not currently exist for the Reserve. Figure 4a
of the Strategic Fire Management Plan for the Meehan Range Region (AVK
Environmental Management 2007) shows a relatively high incidence of bushfire
ignitions in the Reserve based on TFS vegetation fire data. In addition to the risk
from bushfires started within the Reserve, the Reserve is connected to extensive
areas of bushland to the north and east of Risdon Vale. The Reserve can
therefore function as a conduit for bushfires to penetrate into the urban area of
Risdon Vale and threaten properties adjoining the Reserve. Wind blown burning
embers from bushfires in surrounding areas may also start spot fires in the
Reserve. Even with adequate access and fuel reduction measures, bushfires that
occur in the Reserve during period of severe or higher bushfire danger could be
uncontrollable.

Currently the main bushfire fuel in the Reserve is grass. Grass fuels go through an
annual cycle of rapid growth in spring followed by a period of curing (drying out)
through summer, and are not considered to present a significant bushfire hazard
until they are about 60% cured. The time this occurs will vary from year to year.
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Fires burning in grass fuels can spread much faster than fires in forest or scrub
fuels, but usually produce less embers that can attack nearby buildings. Although
past woody weed control programs have substantially reduced the bushfire hazard
in the Reserve, there are still sufficient trees and shrubs to produce embers that
may threaten nearby buildings and spread fires to other parts of the Reserve and
adjoining properties.

The most effective way to reduce the bushfire hazard from grass fuels is through
slashing and mowing. Even if the cut grass is not removed the flame height will be
substantially reduced and the fire much easier to control. Burning grass fuels is
not considered efficient as further growth can quickly re-establish the hazard. As
well, burning can generally only be undertaken when the grass has cured and is
already a bushfire risk. The exception is where there the grassland consists of
perennial native tussock species (Themeda, Poa, Stipa etc.)

6 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION

A public meeting and community ‘walk and talk’ session was facilitated by Council
and Tasflora on 18 August 2013. The purpose of the session was to seek input
from local residents and other relevant stakeholders on values and management
issues associated with the Reserve. A survey seeking comments on the Risdon
Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 was also
provided to identified stakeholders. A summary of issues raised during this initial
stakeholder consultation is provided at Appendix 3.

The draft Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-
2018 was released for community consultation in December 2013. A Risdon Vale
Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Report Card was developed as a key
tool in encouraging stakeholder feedback on the draft plan and was mailed out to
residents and other interested stakeholders. One public submission on the draft
plan was received during the consultation period.

Where possible, all relevant community feedback received during this process has
been considered in the development of the draft plan. However some issues
identified during the consultation process are beyond the scope of the plan or
pertain to management issues outside the Reserve. These issues have been
noted by Council and will be addressed through other processes where feasible.

7 WEED MANAGEMENT

7.1 Weed species present

Much work has been undertaken to eradicate declared and environmental weeds
from the Reserve. Over the past 15 years, the Friends of Risdon Vale Rivulet
Group, the Risdon Vale Landcare Group, Council, Risdon Prison volunteers and
contractors have removed significant weed infestations along the length of both
waterways, including dense infestations of willow, blackberry, canary broom and
cumbungi, as illustrated in Figures 4-6.

It is envisaged that all declared weeds and most other environmental weeds could
be eradicated from the Reserve within the next five years if sufficient resources are



Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet

Tasflora, January 2014 12

available to implement an ongoing maintenance program over several years.

A list of environmental weed species occurring in the Reserve, including their
status and recommended control methods, is provided at Appendix 4.2 To assist
with identification, a picture of each weed species is also provided. Several weed
species found in the Reserve are classified as declared weeds under the
Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999 (the Weed Management Act) and/or
Weeds of National Significance (WONS). Where possible, these weeds should be
targeted as a priority to prevent their further spread. The distribution of declared
and other environmental weed species is illustrated in Appendices 5-6.

Spot spraying of weeds should not be undertaken by volunteers. All spot spraying
should be undertaken by certified operators (eg Council staff, contractors). The
possibility of incorporating spot spraying work into a programme with the Risdon
Prison inmates as a mean of assisting them gain their accreditation could also be
investigated.

7.2 Recommendations for primary weed control work

Primary weed control work within the Reserve should focus on controlling declared
weeds (to fulfil Council’s obligations under the Weed Management Act) and other
environmental weeds whose distribution is currently limited.

Initial priority should be given to controlling pampas grass, boxthorn and fennel due
to their presently limited distribution. There is also limited penetration by several
non-declared woody weeds (including cotoneaster, hawthorn, mirror bush, prunus,
radiata pine, periwinkle and umbrella sedge) and these should also be controlled
as a priority to prevent their further establishment in the Reserve. An annual
sweep of both waterways is recommended as the best means of targeting these
isolated weeds.

Recommendation 1: Priority should be given to controlling pampas grass,
boxthorn and isolated non-declared woody weeds.

Significant primary work has previously been undertaken by volunteers, Council
and contractors to reduce large infestations of canary broom and blackberry in
Risdon Vale Creek and the lower reaches of Grasstree Hill Rivulet. Ongoing
annual sweeps of areas already targeted should be undertaken prior to
undertaking new primary control (refer Section 7.4) to ensure seedlings do not re-
establish in these areas. Any new primary blackberry and canary broom control in
Grasstree Hill Rivulet should aim to control isolated populations of these weeds
before targeting larger infestations.

Recommendation 2: Ongoing annual sweeps of areas already targeted for
blackberry and canary broom should be undertaken prior to undertaking new
primary control of these weeds.

2
A general overview of weed control techniques is available at:

http://www.nrmsouth.org.au/uploaded/287/15130842_66weedsbookletfinalweb.pdf
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Figure 4: Risdon Vale Creek (a) before and (b) after blackberry and canary broom control.

Figure 5: Risdon Vale Creek (a) before and (b) after cumbungi and canary broom control.

Figure 6: Risdon Vale Creek (a) before and (b) after willow and blackberry control.
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Significant work has been undertaken to control cumbungi in the Reserve’s
waterways, with dense infestations having been successfully removed (refer Figure
5). Total eradication of this weed is likely to take many years due to the ability of
this species to regenerate following primary control. Ongoing annual maintenance
of this weed along the length of both waterways is recommended to prevent dense
infestations from reforming.

Recommendation 3: Ongoing annual sweeps of both waterways should be
undertaken to control cumbungi regrowth.

7.3 Non-priority weed species

Broadleaf weeds and exotic grasses are common through the Reserve and are not
considered a priority for control except in revegetation areas and where their
removal is desirable as part of an ongoing general Reserve maintenance program
(eg along track edges).

Recommendation 4: Control of exotic grasses and broadleaf weeds is only
required in revegetation areas and where necessary as part of a general
Reserve maintenance program.

7.4 Maintenance of weed control work

Regeneration of weeds in the Reserve is likely to continue for many years due to
the existing seed bank in the soil and the fact that some weed species have an
inherent ability to resprout following primary control. Weed control activities will not
be successful unless a commitment is made to undertaking ongoing follow-up
maintenance activities.

Maintenance of primary weed control work should be undertaken annually,
preferably in spring and summer when plants are least likely to be dormant. This
can be achieved by performing an annual sweep to remove all new germinants of
previously targeted weeds and undertake follow-up control on any plants that may
have resprouted. Ongoing annual follow-up will be required until the soil seed
bank is exhausted.

Recommendation 5: An annual sweep and follow-up control of all previously
targeted weeds should be undertaken.

GPS weed mapping of all environmental weeds occurring within the Reserve has
been undertaken during the development of this plan. In order to monitor the
success of the weed control program, follow-up GPS weed mapping should be
undertaken after five years to assess progress and facilitate planning of future
weed control activities. As well, GPS mapping by contractors and volunteers as
they control weeds should be encouraged, with data to be provided to Council to
enable its database to be updated.

Recommendation 6: Follow-up GPS mapping of all weeds in the Reserve
should be undertaken after five years to monitor progress and inform future
weed control priorities.
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8 REGENERATION AND REVEGETATION

8.1 Regeneration

Except in areas to be slashed or mown for bushfire hazard management (refer
Section 8.2), natural regeneration should be encouraged within the Reserve as the
most cost effective and natural means of restoring the Reserve’s original
vegetation in areas where disturbance has occurred. Apart from weed control,
management activities in areas of intact native vegetation should be limited to
encourage the natural regeneration process.

In recent years, dense infestations of canary broom has been controlled along
Risdon Vale Creek between Heather Road and Sycamore Road. This has resulted
in dense silver wattle regrowth, and selective clearing of some areas of regrowth
has been undertaken to prevent these shrubs from outcompeting other species.
While the principle behind this activity is sound, it is noted that in some areas
wattle stems have been cut significantly above ground level and many are
reshooting. This is visually unappealing, creates a significant trip hazard and will
require ongoing follow-up to prevent prolific regrowth of cut stems. It is
recommended that:

 where possible, previously cut wattle stems should be recut at ground level
and painted with herbicide to prevent reshooting; and

 personnel should be trained to cut plants to ground level and immediately
paint with herbicide when undertaking future shrub regrowth control
activities.

Recommendation 7: When undertaking manual control of silver wattle
regrowth, stems should be cut at ground level and stems immediately
painted with herbicide.

8.2 Bushfire risk reduction

To reduce Reserve’s bushfire risk and assist the TFS control fires that do occur, all
Reserve boundaries with residential properties require a fuel modified buffer zone
(FMBZ) to complement the building protection zone on the lot and allow access
along the boundary for fire fighters. The FMBZ along the Reserve’s boundary with
houses along Linden Road, Spinifex Road, Sycamore Road and Sugarloaf Road
(northern boundary of Risdon Vale) should be 30 m from the adjoining dwelling or
15 m whichever is the greater. In other parts of the Reserve, the minimum width
should be 10 m where possible, increasing to 20 m where houses are closer than
10 m to the reserve.

Areas of grassland outside these FMBZs that are currently slashed or mown
should be maintained as such throughout the bushfire danger period. Regular
slashing or mowing will also help control the spread of weeds in the reserve.

Recommendation 8: Fuel modified buffer zones should be maintained along
the Reserve boundary with residential properties and other areas that are
currently mown or slashed maintained.
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8.3 Revegetation activities

The primary purpose of undertaking new revegetation activities in the Reserve is to
preserve and enhance existing areas of remnant native vegetation, provide habitat
for native birds and animals, and improve the visual amenity for users of the
Reserve. However, revegetation activities are resource intensive, and should only
be undertaken if there are resources available for ongoing maintenance (eg
weeding, watering) of revegetation sites.

Revegetation activities should also not substantially increase the bushfire hazard
or restrict fire brigade access within the Reserve. With this in mind, revegetation
activities should be restricted to steeper slopes and riparian areas away from
houses that can’t be easily mown or slashed.

Recommendation 9: Revegetation activities should not be undertaken in fuel
modified buffer zones, in currently mown areas or where it will impede
access for the Tasmania Fire Service.

Selective revegetation activities have previously been undertaken at various
locations along Risdon Vale Creek over the last 15 years. Ongoing maintenance
of many of these sites has resulted in the successful establishment of native plants
following large scale weed control activities. Further large scale revegetation
activities are not considered necessary in the Reserve as primary weed control
activities (outlined in Section 7) are unlikely to create significant bare areas.
However, some limited native planting is recommended as indicated in Table 1.

Where possible, plants should be grown from the seed or cuttings of plants local to
the area to ensure local variants of plants are planted. 3

Recommendation 10: Revegetation is recommended at several locations to
enhance species diversity, provide habitat for native birds and animals, and
improve visual amenity.

Revegetation and landscaping activities will not be successful unless a
commitment is made to undertake follow-up maintenance activities. In particular, it
is important to ensure that sufficient resources are available for ongoing
maintenance (eg weeding, watering) before establishing new sites.

Recommendation 11: New revegetation and landscaping activities should not
be committed to unless sufficient resources are available to undertake
ongoing regular maintenance of newly planted areas.

9 FAUNA HABITAT MANAGEMENT

A variety of canopy layers, dead trees, hollow logs, fallen timber and leaf litter are
required to provide important habitat for wildlife, including mammals, birds, reptiles

3
An overview of best practice revegetation and regeneration techniques has been produced by

Greening Australia Victoria (2003) and is available at
http://live.greeningaustralia.org.au/nativevegetation/pages/pdf/Authors%20C/13_Corr.pdf
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Table 1: Recommended revegetation activities to be undertaken within the Reserve.

Activity Purpose Recommended
locations

Priority

Maintain
existing
revegetation
sites

Ensure existing
revegetation sites are
established and
regularly maintained

Various locations along
Risdon Vale Creek

To be undertaken
in conjunction
with other
activities as
resources
become available

Landscape
Reserve
entrances

Improve visual amenity Refer Section 11 As resources
become available

Canopy and
understorey
planting

Improve visual amenity
and create habitat in
areas where natural
regeneration is
considered unlikely to
occur or requires
enhancement

Amongst silver wattle
regrowth along Risdon
Vale Creek following
thinning activities (eg
between Heather Road
and Sycamore Road)

Edges of grassy open
area between Heather
Road and Sycamore
Road

Along Grasstree Hill
Rivulet between
Sugarloaf Road and its
confluence with Risdon
Vale Creek

To be undertaken
in conjunction
with other
activities as
resources
become available

Bioremediation
planting

Water sensitive design
to improve water
quality in areas
requiring management
of seepage

Stormwater channels
near Grasstree Hill
Rivulet (behind houses in
Sycamore Road, Spinifex
Road and Lynden Road)

Refer Section 9

As resources
become available

Revegetation
following weed
control

May be required if bare
patches are created
following primary weed
control

To be assessed following
primary weed control
activities. Only to be
undertaken if natural
regeneration is
considered unlikely to
occur.

Immediately
following weed
control activities

and invertebrates. Native revegetation activities proposed in Section 8 will play a
role in enhancing the habitat values of the Reserve.

The waterways themselves provide important habitat for aquatic fauna, including
fish, frogs and aquatic invertebrates. Many of these species are sensitive to
changes to their riparian environment such as contaminants, erosion, in-stream
barriers and weed infestations. In particular, stormwater runoff has the potential to
negatively impact on waterway health and species diversity. Water sensitive urban
design (WSUD) work has recently been undertaken in two stormwater drainage
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channels behind houses in Sycamore Road, Spinifex Road and Lynden Road to
manage seepage and improve water quality. This has included the creation of
drop structures and settlement basins, and revegetation with native plant species
suitable for bioremediation (refer Figure 7).

Figure 7: Water sensitive urban design work undertaken behind houses in Sycamore Road and
Spinifex Road.

There are a number of significant piped catchments discharging into Risdon Vale
Creek, and the potential for using WSUD to improve the quality of water flowing
into this waterway should be investigated. As well, upstream passage by native
fish species is impeded in Risdon Vale Creek by the weir structures along its
length, which not only create a physical barrier but may also create excessive
water turbulence or flow rates greater than those which fish can swim against.
Installation of fish ladders or replacement of these structures with rock chutes or
stepped drop structures should be investigated and designed as a means of
encouraging fish flow along the length of the waterway. Culverts under Sugarloaf
Road, Heather Road and Sycamore Road could also pose barriers to fish passage.

Recommendation 12: Investigate and assess options to improve water
quality and aquatic habitat in a Stormwater Management Plan for the Risdon
Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet catchment.

Uncontrolled domestic dogs and cats have the potential to harass or kill native
wildlife. Part of the Reserve is currently a designated off-lead exercise area (with
dogs to remain under effective control) under Council’s Dog Management Policy.
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Appropriate information should be included on signs at main entrances (refer
Section 11) to inform users of their responsibilities when walking dogs within the
Reserve to help prevent harassment of native wildlife. Council promotes
responsible cat ownership, and will continue to encourage local residents to meet
their obligations under the Cat Management Act 2009 through having their cats
microchipped, desexed and under effective control (eg indoors at night).

10 VEGETATION AND FAUNA MONITORING

It is recommended that photo points be established at several locations within the
Reserve to facilitate monitoring of vegetation condition and annual regeneration
growth, particularly in areas where native regeneration is occurring following weed
control activities.

Recommendation 13: Photo points should be established at several
locations within the Reserve to facilitate monitoring of annual regeneration
growth.

The Reserve contains habitat for a range of wildlife species, and it is expected that
species diversity could increase with appropriate vegetation management practices
and effective control of cats and dogs by local residents and dog walkers. Fauna
surveys (including mammal, bird,4 reptile and invertebrate surveys) and habitat
assessments to confirm the species present in the Reserve are recommended to
be undertaken now and at the end of the plan (ie 2014 and 2018) as a basis for
monitoring species diversity over time. In particular, aquatic surveys of fish and
invertebrate species could be used as a baseline for measuring any changes
resulting from improved river care.

Recommendation 14: Fauna surveys, including aquatic surveys, should be
undertaken in 2014 and 2018 to measure changes arising from improved
river care and to further inform on ground management activities.

An analysis of all completed surveys should be undertaken in 2018 to determine
trends and implications for ongoing vegetation and waterway management in the
Reserve. This should be undertaken in conjunction with a review of the Risdon
Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 scheduled
for 2018 (refer Section 16).

Recommendation 15: An analysis of all photo points and fauna surveys
should be undertaken in 2018 to determine trends and inform future
management activities.

11 RESERVE ENTRANCES

There are currently nine main entrances to the Reserve managed by Council, as
illustrated in Figure 1. Key management issues identified for the Reserve’s
entrance points are summarised in Table 2. All entrances are located adjacent to

4
Bird surveys should be undertaken in conjunction with BirdLife Tasmania using standard BirdLife

Australia monitoring techniques.
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Table 2: Recommended management activities to be undertaken at Reserve entrances.

Issue Description Recommendation

Signage Low key, clear
signage is needed at
each main Reserve
entrance, including:

 the name of
the track

 directional
arrows

 information on
dog walking

 no trail bike
signs

Implement Signage Plan (refer Section 12 and
Appendix 7)

Reserve entrance E7 should be named in
recognition of Ann Harrison - a long term
community legend and supporter/carer of public
open space in Risdon Vale through her role at
the Risdon Vale Neighbourhood Centre.

Emergency
and
maintenance
vehicle access

Access for fire
brigade and
maintenance vehicles
needs to be
maintained

All Reserve entrances shown in Figure 1 should
be gated and wide enough to allow access by at
least a category 5 fire tanker. Vehicle access
points should be kept clear of fuel so they can
be accessed safely during a bushfire.

Disabled
access

The Reserve is not
accessible to
wheelchairs or
mobility scooters due
to existing trail bike
exclusion gates

Investigate a gate design that promotes disabled
access while excluding trail bikes

Trial a wheelchair friendly zone between
Sugarloaf Road and Heather Road, with a single
wheelchair accessible point off E5 (to
discourage use of the route as a thoroughfare by
trail bikes)

Unauthorised
vehicle and trail
bike access

Trail bikes and
unauthorised vehicles
are an ongoing
problem

Install a solid metal gate at E8 (similar to that at
E9)

Install bollards or large boulders around grassy
areas at:

 the Junction of Sugarloaf Road and
Sycamore Road

 near E7 along Grasstree Hill Road

Fix hole in fence at 89 Gardenia Road (vacant
land)

Visual amenity Some entrances
would benefit from
landscaping activities
and/or regular
maintenance

Enhance the Reserve’s existing maintenance
program to ensure regular weeding and slashing
is undertaken at all Reserve entrances

Undertake landscaping with native plants as per
concept landscape plans detailed in Appendices
8-9.

Engage a landscape architect to develop a
thematic landscaped entrance design for E4,
incorporating the existing play equipment, a new
rotunda and creating opportunities for further
exploration by children of the riparian
environment (eg bridges, rock structures etc).
To be developed in consultation with the Risdon
Vale Primary School.
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public streets and creation of formal parking areas is not considered necessary
within the next five years. No closure of existing entrances is proposed.

Recommendation 16: Reserve entrances should be improved by installing
signage, trialling a wheelchair friendly gate at one entrance, undertaking
native landscaping and preventing unauthorised access by vehicles and trail
bikes.

12 TRACKS AND TRAILS

Key management issues identified with the Reserve’s tracks and trails are
summarised in Table 3.

Recommendation 17: The Reserve’s track network should be improved by
installing directional signage, improving track condition and constructing
some new tracks. Tracks along the Reserve boundary should be wide
enough to allow access by TFS vehicles.

An opportunity has been identified to enhance existing tracks in the Reserve for
BMX and mountain bike riders as follows:

 upgrade the existing BMX track near Risdon Vale Primary School (which is
currently underutilised as it offers minimal challenge); and

 design and construct a new mountain bike skills park sensitive to the area’s
natural values, consisting of a trail winding through the native vegetation
with small areas of challenge and skill improvement along the way. Existing
tracks in this area should be utilised where possible.

A summary of the proposal, including its community benefits and proposed location
is provided at Appendix 10.

Recommendation 18: A proposal to upgrade the existing BMX track and
create a mountain bike skills park in the Reserve sensitive to the area’s
natural values should be implemented.

13 INFRASTRUCTURE

There is currently limited community infrastructure within the Reserve, and the
Reserve’s natural environment would be preserved through minimising additional
infrastructure installation.

While it is desirable to limit the number of signs in the Reserve, some signage is
considered necessary to help direct visitors who are unfamiliar with the Reserve.
With this in mind, a Signage Plan has been developed for the Reserve by Council
(refer Appendix 7).

Recommendation 19: The Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet
Signage Plan should be implemented.

The Reserve is a popular destination for dog walkers, and installation of dog waste
bins and bag dispensers is recommended at some entrances. As vandalism is a
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Table 3: Track management issues identified within the Reserve.

Issue Description Recommendation

Signage There is no directional signage at
track junctions or maps of the
Reserve’s track network

Implement Signage Plan (refer
Appendix 7) which identifies proposed
location of signs

Track
condition

Weeds and grasses are
encroaching the edges of some
sections of the Risdon Vale Creek
track

Enhance the Reserve’s existing
maintenance program to ensure regular
spot spraying of track edges is
undertaken

Sight lines are poor along some
sections of track

Prune lower branches to 3 m off trees
adjacent to Risdon Vale Creek track

Drainage issues are emerging in
some areas along Risdon Vale
Creek walking track

Address drainage issues and resurface
track where necessary

Fire trail behind Linden Road is in
poor condition

Upgrade fire trail behind Linden Road to
the required standard for access by fire
management vehicles

Reserve
access

There is no formal track along the
section of Grasstree Hill Rivulet
between Sugarloaf Road and
Risdon Vale Creek

Construct a new track along Grasstree
Hill Rivulet between Sugarloaf Road and
Risdon Vale Creek (refer proposed
Grasstree Hill Rivulet Track at Appendix
7)

A loop track along the lower
section of Risdon Vale Creek
would increase the recreational
value of this area

Construct a new track on the southern
side of Risdon Vale Creek between
Kerria Road and Sugarloaf Road (refer
Appendix 7)

Disabled
access

The Reserve is not accessible to
wheelchairs or mobility scooters
due to existing trail bike exclusion
gates and track design

Trial a wheelchair friendly zone between
Sugarloaf Road and Heather Road to
provide and promote a discrete area for
disabled users to enjoy the riparian
environment. Install a single wheelchair
accessible point off E5 (to discourage
use of the route as a thoroughfare by
trail bikes).

Gravel slopes near the stone
bridge are difficult for disabled or
elderly users

Widen track and install a handrail on
steeper section of track near the stone
bridge

potential issue, a trial installation of bins and bag dispensers at E4 and E6 is
recommended to encourage responsible behaviour by dog owners. If this trial is
successful, then additional bins could be installed at other entrances.

Recommendation 20: Dog waste bag dispensers and bins should be trialled
at Reserve entrances E4 and E6.

There is currently limited seating within the Reserve for recreational walkers using
the track network. It is recommended that new outdoor seats be installed at
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strategic positions within the Reserve to encourage contemplation of the riparian
environment. Depending on the level of funding available, the following initial
locations are suggested:

 in an open area near the large blue gum at the top of Risdon Vale Creek;
 in an open area near the large pine tree along Risdon Vale Creek between

Heather Road and Sycamore Road;
 in the cleared area just north of reserve entrance E8 near Grasstree Hill

Rivulet; and
 overlooking the riparian environment along upper Grasstree Hill Rivulet near

Reserve entrance E9.

Vandal-proof bench seats, such as those already used in the Reserve, should be
coloured to blend in with the environment (ie seat painted green) and set into a
concrete foundation with a hardened under surface (eg compacted gravel)
extending in front of the seat. Alternatively, seats could be constructed from
natural stone to deter vandalism.

Recommendation 21: New outdoor seats should be installed at several
locations in the Reserve.

Council has indicated a desire to erect a shade structure or rotunda in the Reserve
in a location where it will not act as a hub for undesirable behaviour. The BMX
park near Reserve entrance E4 has been identified as a potentially suitable
location, and will be included for consultation in the thematic landscaped entrance
design to be developed at E4 (refer Section 11).

Any installation of new infrastructure will be subject to funding. With this in mind,
no additional infrastructure beyond that discussed above is recommended within
the next five years unless significant funding becomes available. A further review
of the infrastructure requirements of the Reserve should be undertaken in 2018.

Recommendation 22: A review of the infrastructure requirements of the
Reserve should be undertaken in 2018.

14 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND AWARENESS

Community participation and awareness has an important role to play in protecting
the natural, cultural and recreational values of the Reserve. The Risdon Vale
community has played an active role in the improvements already made to the
Risdon Vale Creek environment. However, education of some residents living
adjacent to the Reserve is desirable to foster behavioural change and encourage
community ownership and appreciation of the Reserve’s values.

Recommendation 23: Community education should be undertaken to
facilitate behavioural change and encourage ownership and appreciation of
the values of the Reserve.

Key issues requiring community awareness are summarised in Table 4. A
letterbox drop to adjacent landowners with information on each of these issues is
recommended as a first step to achieving community awareness and
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Table 4: Management issues requiring community education and awareness within the
Reserve.

Issue Description

Garden waste dumping Dumping of garden waste in the Reserve encourages the
spread of weeds and is visually unattractive for all users.

Removal of native
vegetation

Removal of native vegetation in the Reserve (eg to improve
views, reduce bushfire risk, collect fire wood) is illegal. It
encourages the establishment of weeds and reduces species
diversity and animal habitat. Seed collection should only be
undertaken with Council approval.

Environmental weeds Weeds in adjacent gardens pose a threat to existing native
vegetation within the Reserve.

Wildlife Trapping and relocation of native wildlife is not permitted

Cats and dogs Cats and dogs can kill native wildlife. Cats should be
microchipped, desexed and kept indoors at night. Dogs should
remain under effective control at all times.

understanding of these issues. However, engagement with individual property
owners may be required in instances of ongoing inappropriate activity (eg to
manage encroachment).

Interpretation signs provide an important opportunity to display information on the
Reserve’s natural values and the impact inappropriate activities can have on
these.5 An interpretation sign is proposed at entrance E7 to display a trail map of
the Reserve and provide information on flora and fauna values, inappropriate
activities, and opportunities for community involvement in managing the Reserve
(eg through Landcare Group activities).

Recommendation 24: An interpretation sign should be installed at Reserve
entrance E7 to facilitate visitor interpretation.

Risdon Vale Primary School, the Risdon Vale Landcare Group, the Risdon Vale
Neighbourhood Centre and the Tasmanian Prison Service have been actively
involved in caring for the Reserve (in particular Risdon Vale Creek) over many
years. Ongoing engagement with these groups should continue to encourage
ongoing participation in Reserve management activities when appropriate.

Recommendation 25: Actively engage with the Risdon Vale Primary School,
the Risdon Vale Landcare Group, the Risdon Vale Neighbourhood Centre and
the Tasmanian Prison Service to encourage ongoing participation in future
Reserve activities.

Under the Tasmanian Work Health and Safety Act 2012, volunteers are considered
‘workers’ when working for Council on Council owned land. Council therefore has

5
An example of the recommended standard of interpretation sign is located at the main entrance to

Cremorne Beach, where the Pipe Clay Lagoon Coastcare Group has displayed information about
the Reserve and their Group’s current and planned activities.



Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet

Tasflora, January 2014 25

a duty of care to provide a safe workplace for volunteer workers.

 All volunteers have rights and responsibilities. Volunteers have the right
to a safe work environment, to be treated fairly and with respect, to public
liability insurance, to safe equipment, tools and personal protective
equipment (PPE), to adequate instruction to perform tasks, to contribute
their suggestions and to receive acknowledgement for their contributions.
Volunteers also have the right to refuse work if they consider it unsafe.

 Volunteers also have the responsibility to care for the health and safety
of others, to respect others, to follow policies, procedures and instructions,
and to care for their own health and safety.

With this in mind, all volunteers need to refer to the relevant Council Safe Work
Method Statements (SWMSs) before undertaking works in Council Reserves,
including cut and paste work, brushcutting and spreading of mulch. These are
available from Council’s Natural Areas Volunteer Coordinator (Chris Johns, phone
6245 8773 or email cjohns@ccc.tas.gov.au). An example SWMS for volunteer cut
and paste work is provided at Appendix 11.

15 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

A map illustrating the location of on ground management activities recommended
within the Reserve is provided at Figure 8. This is based on the key
recommendations contained within this plan, which are summarised in detail at
Appendix 12.

Based on these recommendations, an Implementation Plan with associated
performance measures has been developed and is provided at Table 5. It
identifies three stages of management activities to be undertaken within the
Reserve:

 Priority 1 - immediate (6-12 months) management activities.
 Priority 2 – medium term (1-3 years) management priorities.
 Priority 3 – long term (5 years) management priorities.

The intent of the Implementation Plan is to provide a guide to outcomes that could
be achieved within the Reserve by Clarence City Council, contractors and/or
volunteer groups within the period 2013-2018 if sufficient resources are available.
The Implementation Plan provides an indication of the level of funding required to
achieve these outcomes. 6 While it would be desirable to undertake all the
recommended activities, it is acknowledged that this may not be possible due to
resource constraints, and implementation will ultimately be guided by what is
achievable with resources as they become available. Federal, State and Local
Government grants programs may provide an opportunity to obtain resources to
implement many of the recommendations contained within this report.

6
Funding details are based on an internal Council document which provides a detailed five year

cost estimate for all planned activities. This has been developed primarily for Council budgetary
processes and potential grant applications. Specific details may be sought by contacting Council’s
NRM Planner.
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Figure 8: Overview of key proposed on ground management activities (base image provided by Clarence City Council)
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Table 5: Implementation Plan for undertaking recommended management activities within the Reserve.

Priority Rec. No. Action Seasonal timing Performance measure Responsibility Estimated
funding

7

Weed control

1 R1 Control pampas grass, boxthorn and
fennel

Spring – summer for
spot spraying; all
year round for other
techniques

Primary control of pampas
grass, boxthorn and
completed

Council, contractor
and/or volunteer
groups

$3,000

1 R1 Undertake primary control of isolated
non-declared woody weeds

Spring – summer for
spot spraying; all
year round for other
techniques

Primary control of non-
declared woody weeds
completed

Council, contractor
and/or volunteer
groups

1,2&3 R2,R3,
R4

Undertake annual sweep and follow-up
control of all previously targeted weeds

Ongoing on an
annual basis

All targeted weeds are
eradicated from the Reserve

Council, contractor
and/or volunteer
groups

$3,000 per
annum

3 R6 Undertake follow-up GPS mapping of all
weeds

Spring - summer Weed maps and Council
database are updated within
five years

Council, contractor
and/or volunteer
groups

$600

Regeneration and revegetation

1,2&3 R10,R11 Undertake revegetation as detailed in
Section 8

Autumn – winter Revegetation sites
established and maintained
for 5 years

Council, contractor
or volunteers

$1,500 per
annum

Fauna habitat management

2 R12 Investigate and assess options to
improve water quality and aquatic
habitat in a Stormwater Management
Plan for the Risdon Vale Creek and
Grasstree Hill Rivulet catchment.

N/A Stormwater Management
Plan developed and
implemented.

Council N/A

7
Funding estimate is based on total costs required to undertake all recommended activities over the period 2013-14 to 2017-18.
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Priority Rec. No. Action Seasonal timing Performance measure Responsibility Estimated
funding

7

Vegetation and fauna monitoring

1 R13 Establish photo points at several
locations within the Reserve

N/A Photo points established and
annual photos taken

Council, contractor
or volunteers

$600

1,3 R14 Undertake surveys to update the fauna
record of the Reserve

Terrestrial and aquatic fauna
surveys completed 2014 &
2018

Bird survey completed in
2018

Council, contractor
and/or
BirdLife Tasmania
and/or
University of
Tasmania

$6,000

Reserve entrances

1 R16 Undertake native landscaping at
Reserve entrances as per Appendices
8-9

Autumn - winter Landscaping completed at
Reserve entrances as per
Appendices 8-9

Council, contractor
or volunteers

Up to $2,500
per entrance

1 R16 Fix hole in fence at 89 Gardenia Road
(vacant land)

N/A Hole in fence at 89 Gardenia
Road repaired

Council or
contractor

$600

3 R16 Engage a landscape architect to
develop a thematic landscaped
entrance design for E4

N/A Concept design completed
and costed, and timeframe for
implementation established

Council or
contractor

$3,000

2 R16 Trial new wheelchair friendly gate at E5 N/A Budget and timetable
developed

Council or
contractor

$1,500

2 R16 Install a solid metal gate at E8 (similar to
that at E9)

N/A New gate installed at E4 Council or
contractor

$3,000

2 R16 Install bollards or large boulders around
grassy area at the Junction of Sugarloaf
Road and Sycamore Road

N/A No vehicles or trail bikes
accessing grass area

Council or
contractor

$5,000

3 R16 Install bollards or large boulders around
grassy area near E1 along Grasstree
Hill Road

N/A No vehicles or trail bikes
accessing grass area

Council or
contractor

$5,000
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Priority Rec. No. Action Seasonal timing Performance measure Responsibility Estimated
funding

7

1,2&3 R11,R16 Undertake regular maintenance of all
landscaped sites

Ongoing Maintenance of all existing
landscaped sites undertaken
within the last six months

Council, contractor
and/or volunteers

$1,000 per
annum

Tracks and trails

1,2 &3 R17 Undertake regular spot spraying of
walking track edges along Risdon Vale
Creek

N/A Spot spraying of walking track
edges along Risdon Vale
Creek undertaken within the
last six months

Council or
contractor

$1,500 per
annum

1,2&3 R17 Prune lower branches to 3 m off trees
adjacent to Risdon Vale Creek track

N/A Sight lines maintained along
Risdon Vale Creek Track

Council or
contractor

$600 per
annum

1 R17 Address drainage issues along sections
of the Risdon Vale Creek track and
resurface where necessary

N/A No areas of pooling water
along Risdon Vale Creek
track

Council or
contractor

$1,500

2 R17 Construct a new track along the lower
section of Grasstree Hill Rivulet (refer
Appendix 7)

N/A New track constructed along
the lower section of Grasstree
Hill Rivulet

Council or
contractor

To be
determined

2 R17 Upgrade BMX track and construct new
mountain bike skills park

N/A Proposal developed and
implemented

Council, contractor
and/or volunteers

To be
determined by
proponent

3 R17 Construct a new track on the southern
side of Risdon Vale Creek from E6 to
the stone bridge (refer Appendix 7)

NA New track constructed on the
southern side of Risdon Vale
Creek from E6 to the stone
bridge

Council or
contractor

To be
determined

3 R17 Upgrade fire trail behind Linden Road to
the required standard for access by fire
management vehicles

N/A Flagstaff Gully Trail
completed

Council To be
determined

Infrastructure

1 R19 Implement Signage Plan N/A Signs erected as per Signage
Plan

Council or
contractor

TBA
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Priority Rec. No. Action Seasonal timing Performance measure Responsibility Estimated
funding

7

1 R20 Install dog waste bag dispensers and
bins at E4 and E6

N/A Dog waste bag dispensers
and bins installed at E4 and
E6 (to be removed if recurring
vandalism occurs)

Council or
contractor

$1200

2 R21 Install four bench seats at various
location in the Reserve

N/A Four bench seats installed Council or
contractor

$2,000

3 R22 Review the infrastructure requirements
of the Reserve in 2018

N/A Infrastructure review
completed in 2018

Council N/A

Community participation and awareness

1 R23 Undertake letterbox drops to local
residents with information on
inappropriate Reserve activities

N/A Significant reduction in
garden dumpings reported

Council N/A

1 R24 Install interpretation signs at E7 N/A Interpretation sign installed at
E7

Council or
contractor

$1,000

Implementation plan

1,2&3 R26 Undertake annual review against all
performance measures

N/A Review of all performance
measures completed annually

Council N/A

3 R27 Undertake a full review of the Risdon
Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet
Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018

N/A Risdon Vale Creek and
Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve
Activity Plan 2013-2018
reviewed within five years

Council and/or
contractor

$10,000
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A review of progress against all performance measures should be undertaken
annually during the period 2013-2018 to help prioritise available resources.

Recommendation 26: Progress against all performance measures identified
in the Implementation Plan should be reviewed annually.

16 FUTURE PRIORITIES

A review of the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan
2013-2018 should be undertaken in 2018. The purpose of this review should be to:

 assess progress towards achieving the objectives of the Risdon Vale Creek
and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018;

 assess progress against all performance measures;
 analyse photo point data and all completed fauna assessments to

determine trends and implications for ongoing vegetation management; and
 determine ongoing management priorities for the Reserve for the next five

years.

Recommendation 27: The Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet
Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 should be reviewed in 2018 to assess
progress and determine ongoing management priorities for the Reserve.
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APPENDIX 1: CONSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESERVE’S NATIVE
FLORA AND FAUNA

Two flora species occurring in the Reserve are listed as threatened species
under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (the TSP Act)
and/or Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (the EPBC Act). These are summarised in Table A1.1.

Table A1.1: Flora species of conservation significance recorded within the Reserve.

Flora species Common
name

Conservation status

TSP Act EPBC Act

Habitat / Comments

Cynoglossum
australe

coast
houndstongue

Rare - Isolated individual
recorded along Risdon
Vale Creek

Lepidium
pseudotasmanicum

shade
peppercress

Rare - Isolated populations
along both waterways

The Reserve contains suitable habitat for several threatened fauna species listed
under the TSP and/or EPBC Acts, including several endangered species (refer
Table A1.2).

Table A1.2: Fauna species of conservation significance for which suitable habitat exists
within the Reserve.

Fauna species Common
name

Conservation status

TSP Act EPBC Act

Habitat / Comments

Lathamus discolor swift parrot Endangered Endangered Nesting habitat is hollows
in mature eucalypts with
stem diameter >70cm at
breast height. Forages in
mature Eucalyptus
globulus and E. ovata
trees. Known to breed in
the neighbouring Meehan
Range.

Sarcophilus harrisii Tasmanian
devil

Endangered Endangered Previously recorded
within 500m of the
Reserve. Nests in hollow
logs, caves, dense
vegetation, dens or
burrows. Suitable native
vegetation occurs in the
upper section of
Grasstree Hill Rivulet.
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Fauna species Common
name

Conservation status

TSP Act EPBC Act

Habitat / Comments

Tyto
novaehollandiae
subsp. castanops

masked owl
(Tasmanian)

Endangered - Inhabits dry eucalypt
forest and woodland with
old growth eucalypts
containing hollows.

Perameles gunnii eastern
barred
bandicoot

- Vulnerable Inhabits grassy
woodlands, native
grasslands and mosaics
of pasture and shrubby
ground cover.
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APPENDIX 2: UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERY PLAN
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APPENDIX 3: SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION

During August - September 2013, identified stakeholders were invited to provide
comments relevant to the development of the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree
Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018.

A public meeting and community ‘walk and talk’ session was facilitated by
Council and Tasflora on 18 August 2013. The purpose of the session was to
seek input from local residents and other relevant stakeholders on values and
management issues associated with the Reserve. Thirteen stakeholders
attended the meeting.

Key issues raised during the walk and talk included:

 wheelchair access is not possible through gates and along some walking
tracks;

 bollards / barriers are needed in some locations to prevent illegal access
by cars and trail bikes;

 the fire trail behind Linden Road requires upgrading;
 pedestrian access via footpaths to Reserve entrance E7 is difficult.

A feedback form seeking input to the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill
Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 was also mailed to stakeholders.
Written responses were received from five stakeholders, which are summarised
in Table A3.1.

Where possible, all relevant community feedback has been considered in the
development of the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve
Activity Plan 2013-2018. However some issues identified during the consultation
process are beyond the scope of this plan or pertain to management issues
outside the Reserve. These issues have been noted by Council and will be
addressed through other processes where feasible.
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Table A3.1: Summary of written responses received during stakeholder consultation on
the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018.

Management issue Number of
respondents

Weed management

Undertake weed control 1

Regularly weed revegetation areas 1

Advise cumbungi control methods 1

Regeneration and revegetation

Undertake revegetation along both waterways 1

Don’t plant eucalypts or silver wattles near houses 2

Plant wattles and other plants with flowers and perfume 1

Thin out silver wattles between Sugarloaf Road and Heather Road and
plant more riparian species

1

Revegetate in high densities to allow for plant death 1

Invite Risdon Vale Primary School to participate in revegetation
activities

1

Reserve entrances

Entrances along Risdon Vale Creek should be accessible by
wheelchairs, mobility scooters, prams and bikes

3

Install directional signs 1

Tracks and trails

The track is too steep for wheelchair access near the stone bridge 1

Improve drainage of track at E7 1

Regularly maintain walking track surface 1

Infrastructure

Install more seats 1

Install barriers around grassed areas at E7 and E8 to prevent access
by trail bikes and vehicles

1

Install interpretation signage 1

Community awareness and education

Regularly update residents with progress 1

Stop people throwing rubbish over back fences 2

Other Reserve management issues

Regular litter collection required 1

Address stormwater spillage at the end of Lantana Road 1
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Management issue Number of
respondents

Address erosion next to 64 Lantana Road 1

Stop trail bikes and illegal vehicles 4

Undertake water sampling and monitoring in conjunction with schools
and community groups

1

Management issues outside the Reserve’s boundary

Install a dedicated pathway on both sides of the vehicle bridge at Kerria
Road to enable safe pedestrian access from Risdon Vale to E7

1
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APPENDIX 4: WEED SPECIES PRESENT AND RECOMMENDED CONTROL TECHNIQUES

Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique

DECLARED WEEDS

African boxthorn Lycium ferocissimum Declared

WONS
Cut and paste or spot spray. Care should be
taken to avoid the spines on this species as
they can produce painful puncture wounds
and/or an allergic reaction.

Blackberry Rubus fruticosus
aggregate

Declared

WONS

Large stands - spot spray larger using an
appropriate herbicide (as per the DPIPWE
Control Guide) in non-fruiting periods

Isolated patches - spot spray or cut and paste

Canary (Montpellier)
broom

Genista
monspessulana

Declared

WONS

Hand pull seedlings. Cut and paste larger
plants. Spot spraying may be appropriate for
larger infestations.



Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet

Tasflora, January 2014 41

Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique

Fennel Foeniculum vulgare Declared Cut and paste or spot spray.

Pampas grass Cortaderia sp. Declared Spot spray in spring, ensuring complete
coverage of foliage with herbicide

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDS

Blue periwinkle Vinca major
Brushcut followed by spot spraying. Repeated
follow-up spot spraying required.
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Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique

Cotoneaster Cotoneaster sp. Hand pull seedlings. Cut and paste larger
plants.

Cumbungi Typha sp. Hand pull and remove all the rhizome. If
infestations become larger, sections could be
removed with an excavator.

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna Hand pull small plants. Cut and paste larger
plants.
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Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique

Mirror bush Coprosma repens Hand pull seedlings. Cut and paste larger
plants.

Radiata pine Pinus radiata Hand pull small plants. Cut and paste larger
plants (mature trees should be removed by a
qualified arborist).
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APPENDIX 5: LOCATION OF DECLARED WEEDS

Note: Map prepared by Clarence City Council
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APPENDIX 6: LOCATION OF NON-DECLARED ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDS

Note: Map prepared by Clarence City Council
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APPENDIX 7: SIGNAGE PLAN

Note: Signage Plan prepared by Clarence City Council
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APPENDIX 8: CONCEPT LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR RESERVE ENTRANCE E6

Existing
walking track

This area to be gravelled but
not planted to enable vehicular
access

Notes:
 Species mix and exact location of plants to

be determined on site.
 Poa species are not recommended due to

high maintenance required and flammability.
 Existing trees and native shrubs to be

retained.
 Boulders can be strategically placed

throughout garden beds to create a natural
looking environment

 Remaining grassy areas to be regularly
mown

Rocks to be strategically
placed around borders of
garden beds to define
edges and create a natural
looking environment

Legend:

Grass / sedge (eg Lomandra
longifolia, Dianella revoluta)

Non combustible coarse mulch
(to a depth of 50-75 mm)

Dog waste bag dispenser and bin
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APPENDIX 9: CONCEPT LANDSCAPE PLANS FOR ANN HARRISON ENTRANCE (RESERVE ENTRANCE E7)

Enhance existing
landscaping along
Grasstree Hill Road –
refer separate concept
landscape plan Existing

walking track

Formalise off road parking
for up to 5 vehicles (exact
location /design to be
determined by Council)

Legend:

Wood or metal post and rail bollards or
boulders

New walking track

Coarse mulch (to a depth of 50-75 mm)

Grass / sedge (eg Lomandra longifolia,
Dianella revoluta)

Rock feature

Large interpretation sign (including trail
map, flora and fauna, inappropriate
activities, Landcare Group activities etc.
– refer Section 14)

Large Ann Harrison Entrance sign

Existing grassy area
to be retained and
regularly mown

Existing
metal gate to
be retained /
enhanced
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Detail of proposed enhancement to landscaping along Grasstree Hill Road

Legend:

Grass / sedge (eg Lomandra
longifolia, Dianella revoluta)

Coarse mulch (to a depth of 50-75
mm)

Rocks display or other
visual feature

Notes:
 Species mix and exact location of plants to

be determined on site.
 Poa species are not recommended due to

high maintenance required and flammability.
 Boulders can be strategically placed

throughout garden beds to create a natural
looking environment

 Remaining grassy areas to be regularly
mown

Rocks to be strategically
placed around borders of
garden beds to define
edges and create a natural
looking environment
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APPENDIX 10: RISDON VALE BIKE PARKS PROJECT PROPOSAL
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APPENDIX 11: SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT FOR CUT AND PASTE
WORK BY VOLUNTEERS
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APPENDIX 12: SUMMARY OF ON GROUND MANAGEMENT
RECOMMENDATIONS

Weed management

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6

Priority should be given to controlling pampas grass, boxthorn and isolated non-declared
woody weeds.

Ongoing annual sweeps of areas already targeted for blackberry and canary broom should
be undertaken prior to undertaking new primary control of these weeds.

Ongoing annual sweeps of both waterways should be undertaken to control cumbungi
regrowth.

Control of exotic grasses and broadleaf weeds is only required in revegetation areas and
where necessary as part of a general Reserve maintenance program.

An annual sweep and follow-up control of all targeted weeds should be undertaken.

Follow-up GPS mapping of all weeds in the Reserve should be undertaken after five years
to monitor progress and inform future weed control priorities.

Revegetation and regeneration

R7

R8

R9

R10

R11

When undertaking manual control of silver wattle regrowth, stems should be cut at ground
level and stems immediately painted with herbicide.

Fuel modified buffer zones should be maintained along the Reserve boundary with
residential properties and other areas that are currently mown or slashed.

Revegetation activities should not be undertaken in fuel modified buffer zones, in currently
mown areas or where it will impede access for the Tasmania Fire Service.

Revegetation is recommended at several locations to enhance species diversity, provide
habitat for native birds and animals, and improve visual amenity

New revegetation and native landscaping activities should not be committed to unless
sufficient resources are available to undertake ongoing regular maintenance of newly
planted areas.

Fauna habitat management

R12 Investigate and assess options to improve water quality and aquatic habitat in a Stormwater
Management Plan for the Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet catchment.

Vegetation and fauna monitoring

R13

R14

R15

Photo points should be established at several locations within the Reserve to facilitate
monitoring of annual regeneration growth.

Fauna surveys, including aquatic surveys, should be undertaken in 2014 and 2018 to
measure changes arising from improved river care and to further inform on ground
management activities.

An analysis of all photo points and fauna surveys should be undertaken in 2018 to
determine trends and inform future management activities.

Reserve Entrances

R16 Reserve entrances should be improved by installing signage, trialling a wheelchair friendly
gate at one entrance, undertaking native landscaping and preventing unauthorised access
by vehicles and trail bikes.
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Tracks and trails

R17

R18

The Reserve’s track network should be improved by installing directional signage, improving
track condition and constructing some new tracks. Tracks along the Reserve boundary
should be wide enough to allow access by TFS vehicles.

A proposal to upgrade the existing BMX track and create a mountain bike skills park in the
Reserve sensitive to the area’s natural values should be implemented.

Infrastructure

R19

R20

R21

R22

The Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Signage Plan should be implemented.

Dog waste bag dispensers and bins should be trialled at Reserve entrances E4 and E6.

New outdoor seats should be installed at several locations in the Reserve.

A review of the infrastructure requirements of the Reserve should be undertaken in 2018

Community participation and awareness

R23

R24

R25

Community education should be undertaken to facilitate behavioural change and encourage
ownership and appreciation of the values of the Reserve.

An interpretation signs should be installed at Reserve entrance E7 to facilitate visitor
interpretation.

Actively engage with the Risdon Vale Primary School, the Risdon Vale Landcare Group, the
Risdon Vale Neighbourhood Centre and the Tasmanian Prison Service to encourage
ongoing participation in future Reserve activities.

Implementation Plan

R26

R27

Progress against all performance measures identified in the Implementation Plan should be
reviewed annually.

The Risdon Vale Creek and Grasstree Hill Rivulet Reserve Activity Plan 2013-2018 should
be reviewed in 2018 to assess progress and determine ongoing management priorities for
the Reserve.


