
NATONE HILL BUSHLAND ANDNATONE HILL BUSHLAND ANDNATONE HILL BUSHLAND ANDNATONE HILL BUSHLAND AND    

GEILSTON BAY GEILSTON BAY GEILSTON BAY GEILSTON BAY COASTAL RESERVECOASTAL RESERVECOASTAL RESERVECOASTAL RESERVESSSS    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVICE PREPARED BY 

TASFLORA FOR  

CLARENCE CITY COUNCIL  

AUGUST 2015 

   

  Reserve Activity Plan 
       _______________________________________________________   

      2015 - 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Tasflora 2015.   

This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Commonwealth Copyright Act 
1968, no part (including the format, structure and style) may be reproduced by any process, 
nor may any other exclusive right be exercised, without prior written permission from Tasflora. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019                   Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015  3 

 
CONTENTS 

1 BACKGROUND ................................................................................................ 6 

2 OBJECTIVES ................................................................................................... 7 

3 SITE DESCRIPTION ......................................................................................... 7 

4 SITE VALUES OF THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND RESERVE .................... 7 

4.1 Native flora .................................................................................................. 7 

4.2 Native fauna ................................................................................................ 9 

4.3 Cultural heritage ....................................................................................... 10 

4.4 Recreational values .................................................................................. 11 

5 SITE VALUES OF THE GEILSTON BAY COASTAL RESERVE .................. 11 

5.1 Native flora ................................................................................................ 11 

5.2 Native fauna .............................................................................................. 12 

5.3 Cultural heritage ....................................................................................... 14 

5.4 Recreational values .................................................................................. 14 

6 LANDSCAPE SETTING AND CONNECTIVITY ............................................. 14 

7 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION ............................................................... 16 

8 WEED MANAGEMENT .................................................................................. 16 

8.1 Weed species present .............................................................................. 16 

8.2 Primary weed control work in the Natone Hill Bushland Reserve ........ 18 

8.3 Primary weed control work in the Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve ........ 19 

8.4 Maintenance of weed control work ......................................................... 19 

9 REGENERATION AND REVEGETATION ..................................................... 20 

9.1 Regeneration ............................................................................................. 20 

9.2 Revegetation activities ............................................................................. 21 



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019                   Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015  4 

10 RIPARIAN ZONE MANAGEMENT ................................................................. 23 

11 FAUNA HABITAT MANAGEMENT ................................................................ 23 

12 VEGETATION AND FAUNA MONITORING .................................................. 25 

13 RESERVE ENTRANCES AND PARKING ..................................................... 26 

14 TRACKS AND TRAILS .................................................................................. 27 

15 INFRASTRUCTURE ....................................................................................... 28 

16 BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT ........................................................................... 32 

17 COASTAL EROSION AND INUNDATION ..................................................... 32 

18 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND AWARENESS .................................... 32 

19 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN ............................................................................. 35 

20 FUTURE PRIORITIES .................................................................................... 43 

21 REFERENCES................................................................................................ 43 

APPENDIX 1: CONSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NATONE HILL 
BUSHLAND RESERVE’S NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA ................................... 45 

APPENDIX 2: FLORA SPECIES LIST FOR THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND 
RESERVE ............................................................................................................. 47 

APPENDIX 3: BIRD SURVEY FOR NATONE HILL ............................................. 53 

APPENDIX 4: UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERY PLAN ......................................... 54 

APPENDIX 5: SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION ..................... 56 

APPENDIX 6: WEED SPECIES PRESENT AND RECOMMENDED CONTROL 
TECHNIQUES ....................................................................................................... 64 

APPENDIX 7: LOCATION OF DECLARED WEEDS IN THE NATONE HILL 
BUSHLAND RESERVE ........................................................................................ 69 

APPENDIX 8: LOCATION OF NON-DECLARED ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDS IN 
THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND RESERVE ....................................................... 70 



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019                   Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015  5 

APPENDIX 9: LOCATION OF DECLARED WEEDS ALONG FAGGS GULLY 
CREEK IN THE GEILSTON BAY COASTAL RESERVE ..................................... 71 

APPENDIX 10: LOCATION OF NON-DECLARED WEEDS ALONG FAGGS 
GULLY CREEK IN THE GEILSTON BAY COASTAL RESERVE ........................ 72 

APPENDIX 11: CONCEPT LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR RESERVE ENTRANCE 
NH1 ....................................................................................................................... 73 

APPENDIX 12: CONCEPT LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR RESERVE ENTRANCE 
NH8 ....................................................................................................................... 74 

APPENDIX 13: SUMMARY OF ON GROUND MANAGEMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND RESERVE ........ 75 

APPENDIX 14: SUMMARY OF ON GROUND MANAGEMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE GEILSTON BAY COASTAL RESERVE ........ 77 

 



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019                   Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015  6 

1 BACKGROUND 

The Natone Hill Bushland Reserve (the NHB Reserve) is a 45 hectare bushland 
reserve encompassing Natone Hill in Lindisfarne on Hobart’s eastern shore.  The 
Reserve is owned and managed by Clarence City Council (Council).  It is valued by 
locals for its bushland setting, scenic views and extensive track network which is 
used for a range of recreational activities.  The Reserve also forms part of the 
‘scenic rim’ of vegetated hills on Hobart’s eastern shore which creates an important 
visual landscape connection of bushland areas from the foreshore to ridges in the 
Clarence municipality.  The Natone Hill Landcare Group has played an active role 
in caring for the Reserve for over 20 years.   

The Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve (the GBC Reserve) encompasses the foreshore 
strip and multi user pathway corridor between Koomela Bay in Lindisfarne and 
Geilston Bay, as well as the riparian zone along Faggs Gully Creek between 
Geilston Bay and the East Derwent Highway.  It is highly valued by locals for its 
coastal setting, scenic views and recreational opportunities, forming an important 
link in the Clarence Foreshore Trail. The ownership of the Reserve is mixed 
between Council and the Crown, with some foreshore areas owned by private 
landowners.  The Geilston Bay Landcare Group (North Bank and South Bank), the 
Geilston Bay Boat Club Landcare Group and the former Geilston Bay High School 
Coastcare/Landcare Group have played an active role in undertaking management 
activities along Faggs Gully Creek and the Geilston Bay foreshore over many 
years, while the newly established Limekiln Point Landcare Group undertakes on 
ground work in the area between Limekiln Point and Koomela Bay.   

Several management plans have previously been prepared for the Reserves, 
including two management plans (deGryse 1990, 1998) and a bushfire 
management plan (AVK Environmental Management 2011a) for the NHB Reserve 
and two weed management plans for the GBC Reserve (Tasflora 2007a, 2007b). 
These have served to guide management activities in the Reserves and a large 
number of the recommendations contained in these reports have been 
implemented.   

Tasflora has now been engaged by Council to develop a five year Reserve Activity 
Plan for on ground management activities within the two Reserves, including the 
development of an implementation plan identifying immediate and ongoing 
management priorities to be undertaken during the period 2015-2019.1   

The recommendations contained within this Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay 
Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 2015-2019 are intended to provide guidance for on 
ground activities that can be implemented by Council, community groups and/or 
volunteers.  It is acknowledged that it may not be possible to undertake all 
recommended activities due to resource constraints; rather the intent of this plan is 
to provide a guide to management concepts and outcomes that could be achieved  

                                            
1 The Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 2015-2019 falls under 
Council’s Clarence Bushland and Coastal Strategy, which summarises plans and strategies 
relevant to Reserves within the Clarence municipality.   
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if sufficient funding can be obtained.   

2 OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 
Activity Plan 2015-2019 are to: 

• ensure the Reserves are sustainably managed to preserve and enhance 
their natural, cultural and social values;    

• identify priority management activities to be undertaken within the Reserves 
by Council, community groups and/or volunteers as resources become 
available during the period 2015-2019; and 

• encourage community engagement through raising awareness of the 
Reserves’ values and encourage participation in activities to minimise 
threats to these values. 

3 SITE DESCRIPTION  

The area covered by the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 
Activity Plan 2015-2019 is illustrated in Figure 1. It includes Natone Hill, the multi 
user pathway corridor between Koomela Bay and Geilston Bay, and the Faggs 
Gully Creek riparian zone as far as the East Derwent Highway. Both Reserves are 
zoned as Recreation under the Clarence Planning Scheme 2007 (Clarence City 
Council 2011) and as Open Space under the Clarence Draft Interim Planning 
Scheme 2014.2 

4 SITE VALUES OF THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND RESERVE 

4.1 Native flora 

The NHB Reserve’s native vegetation is comprised of grassy woodland and forest, 
with four native vegetation communities present (AVK Environmental Management 
2011a).  Eucalyptus amygdalina (black peppermint) forest on mudstone covers the 
majority of the site (refer Figure 2).  There are also three small areas of other 
native vegetation communities on the south facing slopes of Natone Hill, including 
E. viminalis (white gum) grassy forest and woodland, E. globulus (blue gum) dry 
forest and woodland and E. risdonii (Risdon peppermint) forest and woodland 
(refer Figure 3).  The latter two communities are listed as threatened native 
vegetation communities under the Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002.   A 
full description of each of the communities occurring within the Reserve is provided 
at Appendix 1.   

Three native plant species of high conservation value have been recorded in the 
NHB Reserve (AVK Environmental Management 2011a; DPIPWE 2014): 
Arthropodium strictum (chocolate lily), Eucalyptus risdonii (Risdon peppermint), 
Lepidium pseudotasmanicum (shade peppercress) and Rytidosperma indutum (tall 
wallabygrass).  Further information on these threatened species is provided at 
Appendix 1. 

                                            
2
 Refer http://www.ccc.tas.gov.au/interimplanningscheme  
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Figure 1:  Area covered by the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 
Activity Plan 2015-2019, including main Reserve entrances (NH1-8 & GB1-8) (base map 
sourced from the LIST). 
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Figure 2:  Typical Eucalyptus amygdalina forest on mudstone occurring in the Natone Hill 
Bushland Reserve.   

A flora species list was last compiled for the NHB Reserve in 1998 (deGryse 1998), 
and is provided at Appendix 2.  

4.2 Native fauna 

The Reserve contains suitable habitat for a range of native wildlife (mammals, 
birds, reptiles and invertebrates), including: 

• mature or dead eucalypt trees with hollows, which provide potential den and 
nest sites for possums and hollow-nesting bird species, including the 
endangered swift parrot (Lathamus discolor) and Tasmanian masked owl 
(Tyto novaehollandiae subsp. castanops);  

• mature, flowering eucalypt trees that provide a foraging source for possums 
and birds; 

• shrubs and other understorey species that provide nesting, shelter and a 
foraging source for birds and small mammals (eg brown bandicoot, eastern 
barred bandicoot); and 

• fallen timber and leaf litter, which provide shelter and foraging habitat for 
small birds, reptiles and invertebrates.  

A bird survey was undertaken in the Reserve by members of Birdlife Tasmania in 
October 2014.  Eleven native bird species were recorded during a half hour period, 
as summarised in Appendix 3.   
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Figure 3:  Threatened Eucalyptus risdonii forest and woodland community occurring in the 
Natone Hill Bushland Reserve.   

While no threatened fauna species have been previously recorded within the 
Reserve (DPIPWE 2014), there is suitable habitat for the endangered swift parrot, 
Tasmanian masked owl and the vulnerable eastern barred bandicoot (Perameles 
gunnii).  Further information on these species is provided at Appendix 1.   

The presence of wildlife in the Reserve is valued by local residents, and ongoing 
management of a diversity of habitats has been identified as an important 
management issue. 

4.3 Cultural heritage 

Natone Hill and its surrounds are thought to have been previously occupied by the 
Mumirimina band of the Oyster Bay tribe.  A quarry has been recorded in the NHB 
Reserve (de Gryse 1990), and a number of middens have been previously 
recorded around the foreshore in the neighbouring GBC Reserve (refer Section 
5.3).   

Under the Tasmanian Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 (the Aboriginal Relics Act), it is an 
offence to ‘destroy, damage, disfigure, conceal, uncover, expose, excavate or 
otherwise interfere with a relic’ unless a permit has been granted.  It is therefore 
important to ensure that no artefacts or other cultural material are exposed or 
disturbed without a permit during Reserve management activities.  In the event that 
an Aboriginal artefact is inadvertently uncovered, an Unanticipated Discovery Plan 
should be implemented immediately (refer Appendix 4) and the items reported to 
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 Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania for advice.   

The NHB Reserve contains one known site of European cultural heritage.  During 
World War II, Natone Hill was identified as a potential site for a gun battery and 
barracks and excavations for these were undertaken at the crest of the hill, 
although guns were not erected (Alexander 2003).  The excavations can still be 
observed at the summit of Natone Hill (refer Figure 4). 

   

Figure 4:  Remnant gun emplacement excavations from World War II at the summit of 
Natone Hill.   

4.4 Recreational values 

The Reserve is highly utilised year round for a range of recreational activities by 
local residents and visitors, including walking, jogging, dog exercise, bike riding, 
mountain biking and orienteering.   

5 SITE VALUES OF THE GEILSTON BAY COASTAL RESERVE 

5.1 Native flora 

The GBC Reserve contains two distinct natural environments: coastal foreshore 
between Koomela Bay and Geilston Bay, and the riparian zone along Faggs Gully 
Creek between Geilston Bay and the East Derwent Highway. 

While much of the coastal foreshore section of the Reserve is comprised of exotic 
vegetation, remnant patches of Allocasuarina verticillata (sheoak) forest occur in 
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this area (refer Figure 5).  Remnant native vegetation along Faggs Gully Creek is 
difficult to classify as the understorey is absent in many places following removal of 
large tracts of weeds (refer Figure 6).   Eucalyptus ovata and E. viminalis are the 
dominant trees in this area.  A succulent saline herbfield is growing on the creek 
margins adjacent to the revegetation area at the Geilston Bay end of the creek 
(refer Figure 7).  This community is interspersed with pockets of saline 
sedgeland/rushland dominated by Juncus kraussii (sea rush).  

 

Figure 5:  Remnant Allocasuarina verticillata forest and woodland in the GBC Reserve.   

No native plant species of conservation value have been previously recorded in the 
GBC Reserve (DPIPWE 2015). 

5.2 Native fauna 

The forested creekline of Faggs Gully Creek is likely to support the highest 
diversity of wildlife in the GBC Reserve.  Mature gum trees with hollows along the 
waterway provides potential habitat for a number of birds and animals, and play a 
particularly important habitat role in areas where weed control has created a highly 
modified grassland environment.  Increasing habitat diversity in these grassland 
areas at the East Derwent Highway end of the creek has been identified as a long 
term management issue for the Reserve. 

The immediate environment of Faggs Gully Creek provides a distinct and localised 
habitat for aquatic fauna, including fish, frogs and aquatic invertebrates.  Many of  



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019                   Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015  13 

 

Figure 6:  Typical native vegetation at the East Derwent Highway end of Faggs Creek.   

 

Figure 7: Typical native vegetation at the Geilston Bay end of Faggs Creek.     
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these species are sensitive to changes to their riparian environment such as 
habitat loss, changing water flows, contaminants, erosion, in-stream barriers and 
weed infestations.  Management of this riparian environment has been identified as 
an important ongoing issue for this area.   

5.3 Cultural heritage 

The Geilston Bay area is thought to have been previously occupied by the 
Mumirimina band of the Oyster Bay tribe.  A number of middens have been 
recorded around the Geilston Bay and Limekiln Point foreshore area, and Faggs 
Gully Creek may have been used by Aborigines as an access route to and from the 
Derwent River from the Meehan Range area (Maynard 1997).  As discussed in 
Section 4.3, in the event that an Aboriginal artefact is inadvertently uncovered in 
the Reserve, an Unanticipated Discovery Plan should be implemented immediately 
(refer Appendix 4) and the items reported to Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania for 
advice.   

5.4 Recreational values 

The Reserve is highly utilised year round for a range of recreational activities by 
local residents and visitors, including walking, jogging, dog exercise, bike riding 
and water activities.   

6 LANDSCAPE SETTING AND CONNECTIVITY 

The two Reserves form part of the important visual landscape connection of 
bushland areas from the foreshore to ridges in the Clarence municipality.  The 
NHB Reserve provides a significant bushland backdrop to Geilston Bay and 
Lindisfarne.  The GBC Reserve contributes to the scenic fringe along the Derwent 
River's estuarine coastline on Hobart’s eastern shore, linking with the Bedlam 
Walls area to the north and Lindisfarne Bay to the south to create an extensive 
strip of remnant vegetation lining the Derwent when viewed from Hobart.  
Maintaining and enhancing these setting landscape settings is important for 
ongoing visual amenity in the area.    

Connectivity between areas of bushland provides an important ecological link for 
flora and fauna to enable gene flow between populations and to allow animals to 
move across the landscape for foraging, nesting and breeding.  The GBC Reserve 
is connected to Bedlam Walls and Government Hills via vegetated private land on 
Fishers Hill, and to the Pilchers Hill Bushland Reserve via Faggs Gully Creek (refer 
Figure 8).  While the NHB Reserve is isolated from other areas of bushland by 
residential lots, there is an indirect linkage with the Pilchers Hill Bushland Reserve, 
Thoona Bushland Reserve and Lindhill Bushland Reserve (refer Figure 8).  These 
indirect corridors are more likely to be of benefit to plant seed dispersal and birds 
and invertebrates that can fly due to the large number of residential lots, roads and 
open ovals between these areas. 

Connectivity from a user perspective is currently very good.  There are direct links 
between both Reserves at various locations along the foreshore, and the foreshore 
trail through the GBC Reserve contributes an important linkage along the Clarence 
foreshore trail.  This landscape setting and connectivity is important for the long  



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019                                                                                            Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015                                                                                                                                                                                              15 

 

Figure 8: Connectivity between the NHB Reserve, GBC Reserve and other bushland areas. 
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term viability of Clarence’s bushland areas as well as ongoing visual amenity and 
recreational opportunities within the municipality.  It is important that these linkages 
be preserved and strengthened though strategic land use planning. 

7 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 

A public meeting and community ‘walk and talk’ session in each Reserve was 
facilitated by Council and Tasflora on 21 September 2014.  The purpose of these 
sessions was to seek input from local residents, Landcare and Coastcare groups 
and other relevant stakeholders on values and management issues associated 
with the Reserves.  Over 15 stakeholders attended each meeting, including 
representatives from the Natone Hill Landcare Group, the Geilston Bay Landcare 
Group (North and South Banks), the Limekiln Point Landcare Group and the 
Geilston Bay Boat Club.   A feedback form seeking input to the Natone Hill 
Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 2015-2019 was also 
mailed to local residents and relevant stakeholders.   

The draft Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 
2015-2019 was released for community consultation in March - April 2015.  A 
Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Report Card was 
developed as a key tool in encouraging stakeholder feedback on the draft plan and 
was mailed out to residents and other interested stakeholders.  Three submissions 
on the draft plan were received during the consultation period.  A summary of the 
issues raised in these submissions is provided at Appendix 5. 

Where possible, all relevant community feedback has been considered in the 
development of the draft Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 
Activity Plan 2015-2019.  However some issues identified during the consultation 
process are beyond the scope of this plan or pertain to management issues 
outside the Reserve.  These issues have been noted by Council and will be 
addressed through other processes where feasible. 

8 WEED MANAGEMENT 

8.1 Weed species present  

Over the last 20 years, the Natone Hill Landcare Group has played an active role in 
removing significant infestations of declared and environmental weeds across 
Natone Hill.  The Reserve is now largely free from large infestations of weeds.   

Significant weed control activities have also been undertaken in the GBC Reserve 
over the last 10 years.  Following the development of two weed management plans 
for Faggs Gully Creek and the Geilston Bay foreshore area in 2007 (Tasflora 
2007a & 2007b), the Geilston Bay Landcare Group and contractors have removed 
significant weed infestations in these areas, including dense infestations of 
blackberry, broom and hawthorn, as illustrated in Figures 9-12.   The recently 
formed Limekiln Point Landcare Group has also been very active over the past 
year in removing significant weed infestations along the foreshore around Limekiln 
Point.   
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Figure 9: Faggs Gully Creek before (2007) and after (2015) weed control and revegetation 
activities.   

 

 

Figure 10: Faggs Gully Creek before (2007) and after (2015) weed control and 
revegetation activities.   

  

  

Figure 11: Geilston Bay foreshore before (2007) and after (2015) weed control and 
revegetation activities.   
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Figure 12: Geilston Bay foreshore before (2007) and after (2015) weed control and 
revegetation activities.   

A list of environmental weed species occurring on Natone Hill and along Faggs 
Gully Creek, including their status and recommended control methods, is provided 
at Appendix 6.3  To assist with identification, a picture of each weed species is also 
provided.  Several weed species found in the Reserves are classified as declared 
weeds under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999 (the Weed 
Management Act) and/or Weeds of National Significance (WONS).  Where 
possible, these weeds should be targeted as a priority to prevent their further 
spread.  The distribution of declared and other environmental weed species on 
Natone Hill and along Faggs Gully Creek is illustrated in Appendices 7-10.  

8.2 Primary weed control work in the Natone Hill Bushland Reserve 

Weed control work within the NHB Reserve should continue to focus on removing 
isolated populations of declared and environmental weeds.  Given the limited 
number of weeds present, a sweep of the entire hill would be desirable, although it 
is recognised that this may be beyond the capability and/or desire of members of 
the Natone Hill Landcare group.  With this in mind, consideration should be given 
to engaging a contractor to undertake a sweep of the hill and remove all weeds 
encountered.   The sweep should be undertaken in consultation with the Natone 
Hill Landcare Group to ensure that all known weed locations are targeted.  Follow-
up maintenance over the following years could then be undertaken by volunteers 
and/or contractors. 

Recommendation 1: Undertake a sweep of Natone Hill to remove isolated 
populations of declared and environmental weeds.          

An area of gorse persists within the fenced boundary of the reservoir at the top of 
Natone Hill.  While this patch is mown, seedlings are spreading through the fence 
into the Reserve, despite efforts by the Natone Hill Landcare Group to control it.  
Control of this gorse will require liaison with TasWater who manages the area 
within the fence.   

                                            
3
 A general overview of weed control techniques is available at: 

http://www.nrmsouth.org.au/uploaded/287/15130842_66weedsbookletfinalweb.pdf  
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Recommendation 2: Liaise with TasWater to control gorse growing within the 
Reservoir boundary at the top of Natone Hill. 

The Reserve’s Bushfire Management Plan (AVK Environmental Management 
2011a) notes that weed control activities should be integrated with planned burning 
activities in the Reserve.  Management Procedure 8 (MP8) in Council’s bushfire 
Best Practice Management Guidelines (AVK Environmental Management 2011b) 
recommends that: 

• mature woody weeds in areas to be burnt should be controlled so that 
rootstocks are dead prior to burning; 

• any herbicide treatment (including spot spraying or cut and paste) of weeds 
in areas to be burnt  should be completed at least three months prior to 
planned burns to ensure that death and desiccation of plants has occurred; 
and 

• following burning, weed seedlings and weeds regenerating from rootstocks 
should be treated promptly to ensure native seedlings are not outcompeted.  

Recommendation 3: Weed control should be undertaken prior to and 
following planned burns on Natone Hill. 

8.3 Primary weed control work in the Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve 

Primary weed control has been completed along Faggs Gully Creek and the 
Geilston Bay foreshore over the last eight years.  As well, significant primary weed 
control work has been completed around Limekiln Point in recent months to 
remove large tracts of weeds between the walking track and the foreshore.  Due to 
the large areas from which weeds have been removed, it is recommended that 
weed control work in the GBC Reserve now focuses on maintaining these areas to 
ensure they remain weed free and that native regeneration occurs, particularly 
along the foreshore around Limekiln Point.  This is further discussed in Section 8.4.  

Recommendation 4: Weed control in the GBC Reserve should focus on 
maintaining areas where weed control has been previously undertaken. 

Removal of large quantities of weeds around Limekiln Point has resulted in large 
piles of cut wood and other plant material being heaped along the foreshore close 
to high water mark.  The Limekiln Point Landcare Group has requested assistance 
in removing these piles through either burning or physical removal.   

Recommendation 5: Remove or burn piles of cut weeds from around 
Limekiln Point. 

8.4 Maintenance of weed control work 

Regeneration of weeds in both Reserves is likely to continue for many years due to 
the existing seed bank in the soil and the fact that some weed species have an 
inherent ability to resprout following primary control (eg boxthorn, blackberry).  
Weed control activities will not be successful unless a commitment is made to 
undertaking ongoing follow-up maintenance activities.   
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Maintenance of primary weed control work should be undertaken annually, 
preferably in spring and summer when plants are least likely to be dormant.  This 
can be achieved by performing an annual sweep of previously targeted areas to 
remove all new germinants of previously targeted weeds and undertake follow-up 
control on any plants that may have resprouted.  Ongoing annual follow-up will be 
required until the soil seed bank is exhausted. 

Specific areas identified as requiring immediate maintenance include: 

• the Faggs Gully Creek riparian zone, particularly between Dumbarton Drive 
and East Derwent Highway where significant regrowth of blackberries has 
occurred; and 

• Limekiln Point, where primary weed control has recently been completed 
along a lengthy section of the Reserve between the walking track and the 
foreshore.  Ongoing maintenance will be required to prevent weeds from 
regenerating and ensure that native regeneration occurs.  In particular, 
persistent follow-up will be required to control large patches of Vinca major 
(blue periwinkle) and matted lignum (Muehlenbeckia axillaris) in this area. 

Ongoing maintenance on Natone Hill and along the Geilston Bay foreshore will 
also be required to ensure that weeds do not re-establish in these areas. 

Recommendation 6: Undertake an annual sweep and follow-up control of all 
previously targeted weeds. 

Broadleaf weeds and exotic grasses are common through the Reserves and are 
not considered a priority for control except in revegetation or landscaped areas, 
and where their removal is desirable as part of an ongoing general Reserve 
maintenance program (eg along track edges).    

Recommendation 7: Control of exotic grasses and broadleaf weeds is only 
required in revegetation and landscaped areas, and where necessary as part 
of the Reserves’ general maintenance programs. 

GPS weed mapping of environmental weeds occurring within both Reserves has 
been undertaken during the development of this plan.  In order to monitor the 
success of the weed control program, follow-up GPS weed mapping should be 
undertaken after five years to assess progress and facilitate planning of future 
weed control activities.  As well, GPS mapping by contractors and volunteers as 
they control weeds should be encouraged, with data to be provided to Council to 
enable its database to be updated.      

Recommendation 8: Undertake follow-up GPS mapping of all weeds in both 
Reserves after five years to monitor progress and inform future weed control 
priorities.  

9 REGENERATION AND REVEGETATION 

9.1 Regeneration 

Natural regeneration should be encouraged within both Reserves as the most cost  



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019                   Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015  21 

effective and natural means of restoring original native vegetation in areas where 
disturbance has occurred.  Apart from weed control, management activities in 
areas of intact native vegetation should be limited to encourage the natural 
regeneration process.   

9.2 Revegetation activities 

The primary purpose of undertaking new revegetation activities in the Reserves is 
to provide preserve and enhance existing areas of remnant native vegetation, 
provide habitat for native birds and animals, and improve the visual amenity for 
users of the Reserves.   

Large scale revegetation activities are not considered necessary in the NHB 
Reserve due to its relatively undisturbed vegetation, and the Natone Hill Landcare 
Group has not expressed a desire to undertake revegetation work in specific areas 
of the Reserve.  However, native landscaping is recommended at two entrances to 
the Reserve to improve their visual amenity.  This is further discussed in Section 
13.   

Revegetation activities have previously been undertaken along Faggs Gully Creek 
and along the Geilston Bay foreshore in the GBC Reserve, which has resulted in 
the successful establishment of native plants in many areas (refer Figures 10-13). 
While these areas are currently well maintained, ongoing maintenance of these 
areas should continue to remain a priority to ensure they remain weed free and are 
well maintained (ie dead plants removed, bags and stakes removed as plants 
mature, mulch topped up etc).  This is particularly important adjacent to high 
pedestrian traffic areas where visual amenity is desirable, such as along the 
Geilston Bay foreshore.   

 

Figure 13: Faggs Gully Creek revegetation site growth in (a) 2007 and (b) 2015.  

Recommendation 9: Continue to undertake regular maintenance of existing 
revegetation areas to ensure successful establishment and ongoing visual 
amenity.   

Further revegetation activities identified for the GBC Reserve are summarised in 
Table 1.    

In general, revegetation activities should be avoided in areas where the original soil  
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Table 1: Recommended revegetation activities to be undertaken within the GBC Reserve. 

Activity Purpose Recommended locations Priority 

Maintain existing 
revegetation 
sites 

Ensure existing 
revegetation sites are 
established and 
regularly maintained  

Geilston Bay foreshore, 
Faggs Gully Creek 

Ongoing in 
conjunction 
with other 
revegetation 
activities  

Understorey 
planting 

Improve visual 
amenity and/or create 
habitat in areas where 
natural regeneration 
is considered unlikely 
to occur or requires 
enhancement 

Beneath existing eucalypts 
between Geilston Bay Boat 
Club (GBBC) and the 
multiuser pathway 

Progress with 
existing 
Council grant 

Along Faggs Gully Creek 
between Dumbarton Drive 
and the East Derwent 
Highway 

As resources 
become 
available 

Revegetation 
following weed 
control 

May be required if 
bare patches are 
created or bank 
stabilisation is 
necessary following 
primary weed control 

To be assessed following 
primary weed control 
activities along foreshore 
near Limekiln Point.  Only to 
be undertaken if natural 
regeneration is considered 
unlikely to occur or if bank 
stablisation is required.   

Immediately 
following weed 
control 
activities 

Landscaping Improve visual 
amenity 

Revegetate a small strip on 
the bay side of the tennis 
courts to screen the fencing 

As resources 
become 
available 

Bioremediation 
and riparian 
zone planting 

Enhance the riparian 
environment and 
water quality of 
Fagg’s Gully Creek 
through appropriate 
species selection   

Faggs Gully Creek High priority – 
refer Section 
10  

and water conditions have been modified (eg areas of runoff where enhanced 
nutrients may encourage prolific growth of weeds and exotic grasses) unless a 
specific bioremediation planting regime is deemed necessary.  Where possible, 
plants should be grown from the seed or cuttings of plants local to the area 
toensure local variants of plants are planted. 4   

Recommendation 10: Undertake revegetation and landscaping at several 
locations in the GBC Reserve to improve visual amenity and provide habitat 
for native birds and animals. 

Revegetation and landscaping activities will not be successful unless a 
commitment is made to undertake follow-up maintenance activities.  In particular, it 

                                            
4
 An overview of best practice revegetation and regeneration techniques has been produced by 

Greening Australia Victoria (2003) and is available at 
http://live.greeningaustralia.org.au/nativevegetation/pages/pdf/Authors%20C/13_Corr.pdf    
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is important to ensure that sufficient resources are available for ongoing 
maintenance (eg weeding, watering) before establishing new sites.   

Recommendation 11: New revegetation and landscaping activities should not 
be committed to unless sufficient resources are available to undertake 
ongoing regular maintenance of newly planted areas.  

10 RIPARIAN ZONE MANAGEMENT  

Concern was raised during the community consultation process regarding the 
current condition of Faggs Gully Creek in the GBC Reserve.  Issues raised 
included silt settling, visual amenity at low tide, odour issues and ongoing 
maintenance of creek rehabilitation work.  Council is also aware of water quality 
issues arising from recent sewage spills into the creek causing nitrification issues. 

Some water sensitive urban design (WSUD) work has previously been undertaken 
in the lower sections of the creek to reduce erosion and improve water quality and 
flows.  However, with the exception of weed control activities and some 
revegetation activities, no WSUD work has been undertake in the upper section of 
the creek to optimise water flows or improve water quality.   As well, revegetation 
activities in the upper section of the creek have been limited to establishing trees 
and the creek line is lacking an appropriate shrub and understorey layer. 

A review of the current condition of Faggs Gully Creek should be undertaken as a 
priority, with a focus on improving water quality, stormwater runoff quality and 
native vegetation establishment both within and adjacent to the creek line.  As well, 
a water quality monitoring program should be established and used as a baseline 
for measuring any changes resulting from improved river care. 

Recommendation 12: Develop and implement a WSUD Management Plan that 
investigates and assesses options for improving the current condition of 
Faggs Gully Creek, including water quality, water flows, stormwater runoff 
and riparian vegetation management.   

Recommendation 13: Establish a water quality monitoring program for Faggs 
Gully Creek. 

Recommendation 14: Educate local residents and user groups to contact 
TasWater if odour issues arise along Faggs Gully Creek. 

11 FAUNA HABITAT MANAGEMENT 

As described in Section 4.2, both Reserves play an important role in providing 
habitat for a range of wildlife, including mammals, birds, reptiles, invertebrates, fish 
and amphibians.   

A variety of canopy layers, dead trees, hollow logs, fallen timber and leaf litter are 
required to provide important habitat for wildlife, including mammals, birds, reptiles 
and invertebrates.  Native revegetation activities proposed in Section 9 will play a 
role in enhancing the habitat values of the Reserves.   
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Leaf litter and dead wood are often viewed as a fire risk in bushland reserves 
located in urban areas.  However, it is important that fauna habitat requirements 
are considered when planning future bushfire management activities.  The NHB 
Reserve’s current bushfire management plan recognises this.   

Recommendation 15: Consider fauna habitat requirements when planning 
bushfire management activities in the NHB Reserve.    

Faggs Gully Creek in the GBC Reserve provides habitat for aquatic fauna, 
including fish, frogs and aquatic invertebrates.  Many of these species are sensitive 
to changes to their riparian environment such as contaminants, erosion, in-stream 
barriers and weed infestations.  Section 10 discusses recommendations for 
managing and improving aquatic habitat along the Faggs Gully Creek. 

The GBC Reserve’s coastline has the potential to provide nesting habitat for the 
little penguin (Eudyptula minor).  Collaboration with Birdlife Tasmania and the 
Derwent Estuary Penguin Project should continue to ensure any nesting sites are 
identified and managed in accordance with the document Co-existing with the Little 
Penguins in the Derwent Estuary - Information and Management Guidelines (Prior 
and Wells 2009). 

Uncontrolled domestic dogs and cats have the potential to harass or kill native 
wildlife.  Under Council’s Dog Management Policy, dogs may be exercised off a 
lead in the NHB Reserve provided they are, at all times, in close proximity, within 
sight and immediately responsive to an owner's commands.  More descriptive 
information about effective control provisions should be included on signs at main 
entrances NH1 and NH8 to inform users of their responsibilities when walking dogs 
within the Reserve to help prevent harassment of native wildlife.  A specific 
recommendation for this is included in Section 13 (Reserve Entrances).   

Council promotes responsible cat ownership, and will continue to encourage local 
residents to meet their obligations under the Cat Management Act 2009 through 
having their cats microchipped, desexed and under effective control (eg indoors at 
night).  The Invasive Species Branch of DPIPWE is currently working towards a 
regional approach to cat management involving local government, and 
Kingborough Council has demonstrated leadership in this area by establishing the 
Kingborough Cat Management Project and appointing a part time cat management 
project officer to raise awareness of cat management responsibilities within the 
municipality.  Liaison with both DPIPWE and Kingborough Council should continue 
to support the development of a regional approach to cat management.  As well, 
Council proposes to develop a responsible cat management brochure,5 and this 
should be distributed to local residents bordering the NHB Reserve and GBC 
Reserve to raise community awareness of cat management responsibilities (further 
discussed in Section 18).  

                                            
5
 As recommended in the Bellerive-Howrah Coastal Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019 (Tasflora 

2015). 
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Recommendation 16: Continue to liaise with DPIPWE and Kingborough 
Council to support the development of a regional approach to cat 
management. 

Recommendation 17: Develop and distribute a responsible cat management 
brochure and distribute to residents bordering both Reserves. 

12 VEGETATION AND FAUNA MONITORING 

A survey of the native flora within the NHB Reserve was undertaken in 1990 
(deGryse 1990).  A full flora species list has not since been compiled for the NHB 
Reserve, although an overview of native vegetation communities and recorded 
threatened species locations is provided in the Reserve’s Bushfire Management 
Plan (AVK Environmental Management 2011a).   It would therefore be desirable to: 

• undertake an in-depth botanical survey of the current species composition 
of the NHB Reserve;  

• update mapped locations of threatened species on DPIPWE’s Natural 
Values Atlas; and 

• use vegetation transects in conjunction with Council’s planned annual aerial 
photography program to undertake vegetation composition and condition 
assessments on an annual basis.    

Recommendation 18: Undertake an updated flora survey and annual 
vegetation composition and condition assessments of the NHB Reserve to 
further inform on ground management activities. 

Fire activity in the NHB Reserve (both planned and unplanned) has the potential to 
significantly impact the Reserve’s vegetation composition.  Council proposes to 
install permanent vegetation monitoring plots within the NHB Reserve to monitor 
annual regrowth following prescribed burning proposed for 2015. 6   Once 
established, each plot should be assessed annually for regeneration growth and 
the results analysed to inform ongoing adaptive fire and vegetation management 
activities. 

Recommendation 19: Establish vegetation monitoring plots prior to 
undertaking prescribed burns and monitor each plot annually. 

It is recommended that additional photo points be established at several other 
locations within the Reserve to facilitate monitoring of vegetation condition and 
annual regeneration growth.  As well, several photo points should be established 
along Faggs Gully Creek and around Limekiln Point to monitor natural regeneration 
following removal of large tracts of weed in these areas. 

Recommendation 20: Establish photo points at several locations within both 
Reserves to facilitate monitoring of annual regeneration growth. 

                                            
6
 The permanent vegetation monitoring lots will be located within VMU2, as defined in the Reserve’s 

Bushfire Management Plan (AVK Environmental Management 2011a). 
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Both Reserves contains habitat for a range of wildlife species, and it is expected 
that species diversity could increase with appropriate vegetation management 
practices and effective control of cats and dogs by local residents and dog walkers.  
Fauna surveys (including mammal, bird,7  reptile and invertebrate surveys) and 
habitat assessments to confirm the species present in both Reserves are 
recommended to be undertaken now and at the end of the plan (ie 2015 and 2019) 
as a basis for monitoring species diversity over time.  In particular, aquatic surveys 
of fish and invertebrate species in Faggs Gully Creek could be used as a baseline 
for measuring any changes resulting from improved river care.    

Recommendation 21: Undertake fauna surveys, including aquatic surveys, in 
2015 and 2019 to measure changes arising from Reserve management 
activities and to further inform on ground management activities. 

An analysis of all completed flora surveys, vegetation composition assessments 
and fauna surveys should be undertaken in 2019 to determine trends and 
implications for ongoing vegetation management in the Reserves.  This should be 
undertaken in conjunction with a review of the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston 
Bay Coastal Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019 scheduled for 2019 (refer Section 
20).  The Natone Hill Landcare Group’s historical flora and photographic resources 
should be utilised when analysing native flora/vegetation community trends. 

Recommendation 22: Undertake an analysis of all photo points, completed 
flora surveys, vegetation composition assessments and fauna surveys in 
2019 to determine trends and inform future management activities. 

13 RESERVE ENTRANCES AND PARKING 

There are eight entrances (NH1-NH8) to the NHB Reserve and eight main 
entrances (GB1-GB8) to the GBC Reserve managed by Council, as illustrated in 
Figure 1.  Key management issues identified for these entrances are summarised 
in Table 2.   

Recommendation 23: Improve Reserve entrances by installing additional 
signage, improving parking and undertaking landscaping activities.        

Community feedback at the ‘walk and talk’ session indicated a desire to upgrade 
NH1 off Tianna Road and promote this as the main entrance for visitors to the NHB 
Reserve.  This will necessitate formalisation of a car parking area at this entrance, 
and landscaping and new signage is also proposed.  Enhancement of existing car 
parking arrangements at NH8 is also proposed as this area is prone to congestion 
and cars blocking access for residents in Nubeena Street.  

Recommendation 24: Formalise car parking areas at Reserve entrances NH1 
and NH8. 

                                            
7 Bird surveys should be undertaken in conjunction with BirdLife Tasmania using standard BirdLife 
Australia monitoring techniques.  An assessment of potential little penguin nesting sites along the 
Geilston Bay foreshore should also be undertaken and protection measures adopted if required in 
collaboration with Birdlife Tasmania and the Derwent Estuary Penguin Project. 
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Table 2: Recommended management activities to be undertaken at Reserve entrances. 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Signage There is no clear sign 
identifying the Reserves at 
some entrances  

Develop identifying names (other than street 
names) for Reserve entrances NH1 and NH8 

Large Reserve name sign (with identifying 
entrance name – see above) to be installed at 
NH1 and GB3 

Small Reserve name signs to be installed at NH2, 
NH4, GB1-2 & GB4-8 

Signage at NH3 states “no 
mountain bikes”, despite 
their use being 
encouraged (eg on the 
Greater Hobart Trails 
website) 

Remove “no mountain bikes” sign at NH3 or edit 
sign to say “no trail bikes” 

There is limited 
interpretation signage 
along the Geilston Bay 
foreshore trail  

Enhance existing interpretation sign at GB3 and 
install new interpretation signs at GB6 and GB7, 
as detailed in Section 18  

The unformed route from 
the end of Nelumie Street 
via Tianna Road to 
Natone Hill is steep and 
hazardous 

Erect signage at both ends of Nelumie Street 
directing users from Nelumie Street along 
Moirunna Road, then along Rowitta Road foot 
path to Tianna Road and NH1 to consolidate this 
preferred route until the demand for an upgraded 
Nelumie St access warrants investment 

Parking No formal parking area at 
NH1 

Formalise car parking at NH1 in conjunction with 
landscaping, as detailed in the concept landscape 
plan provided at Appendix 11  

No formal parking area at 
NH8 

Formalise car parking at NH8 in conjunction with 
landscaping, as detailed in the concept landscape 
plan provided at Appendix 12 

  
Parked cars block fire trail 
entrances and the access 
way to private residences 
off Nubeena Street 

Cars parked on Nubeena 
Street prevent access 
to/from private residences 

Install ‘No parking’ signs along the Reserve end of 
Nubeena Street  

 

Visual 
amenity  

Some entrances would 
benefit from landscaping 
activities and enhanced 
maintenance activities 

Undertake landscaping at NH1 as per concept 
landscape plan detailed in Appendix 11  

Undertake landscaping at NH8 as per concept 
landscape plan detailed in Appendix 12 

Enhance the Reserves’ existing maintenance 
program to ensure regular weeding and slashing is 
undertaken at all Reserve entrances (particularly in 
spring and summer) 
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Issue Description Recommendation 

Dogs   No clear signage about 
effective control provisions 
within the NHB Reserve 

Include more descriptive information about 
effective control provisions signs at main 
entrances NH1 and NH8 to inform users of their 
responsibilities when walking dogs within the 
Reserve 

14 TRACKS AND TRAILS 

A map of the Reserves’ track networks is provided at Figure 14.  Much work has 
been done in recent years to improve signage and connectivity of trails within and 
between the NHB Reserve and the GBC Reserve.  Of particular note is the 
construction of an intertidal walkway enabling foreshore access between Geilston 
Bay and Limekiln Point, forming an important linkage along the Clarence Coastal 
Trail.        

Key management identified with the Reserves’ existing tracks and trails are 
summarised in Table 3.  No track closures or construction of new tracks is 
proposed in either Reserve. 

Recommendation 25: Improve the Reserves’ track networks by installing 
directional signs and improving the condition of existing tracks.   

15 INFRASTRUCTURE 

There is currently limited community infrastructure located within the NHB Reserve, 
and the natural environment and visual amenity of both Reserves would be 
enhanced through minimising significant additional infrastructure installation.  

Both Reserves are a popular destination for dog exercise, particularly the NHB 
Reserve for off lead dog exercise.  While dog waste bins and bag dispensers are 
present at many locations, there are sometimes long distances between them.  
With this in mind, it is recommended that additional dog waste bins and bag 
dispensers be installed in visible locations at NH1 and NH6 in the NHB Reserve 
and at GB6 in the GBC Reserve.  The installation of additional dog waste bins will 
also fulfil a duel role of providing additional rubbish bins within the Reserves. 

Recommendation 26: Install new dog waste bag dispensers and bins at 
Reserve entrances NH1, NH6 and GB6. 

Due to the high usage and popularity of the Reserves, it is recommended that new 
outdoor seats be installed at strategic positions to enable rest opportunities and 
encourage contemplation of the scenic views.  Depending on the level of funding 
available, the following initial locations are suggested (an assessment of additional 
seat locations should be undertaken if significant funding becomes available): 

• near NH4 to replace the existing narrow wooden seat; 
• along the long stretch of track between NH6 and NH7 to allow a rest 

opportunity; 
• at a point along Selfs Point track to enable a rest opportunity as well as  
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Figure 14: Major track framework of the NHB and GBC Reserves (base map sourced from 
the LIST). Note some smaller tracks have not been included for clarity.  

Natone Hill Circuit Track 

NubeenaTrack 

Selfs Point View Track 

Zig Zag Track 

Geilston Creek Track 

Clarence Coastal Trail 

To Pilchers Hill track 
network 

To Bedlam Walls 

To Anzac Park via 
footpaths along 
Clarence Coastal Trail 
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Table 3: Track management issues identified for the NHB Reserve and GBC Reserve. 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Signage There is no map for visitors 
unfamiliar with the NHB 
Reserve’s track network 

Install a map showing main tracks 
below the existing directional signs at 
main entrances NH1, NH4 & NH8  

Develop identifying names for 
unnamed main tracks in the NHB 
Reserve (in conjunction with Natone 
Hill Landcare Group) 

Directional signs needed at some 
track junctions on Natone Hill  

Install directional signs in the following 
locations: 

• at two major track junctions on 
the main fire trail between NH8 
and the summit; 

• at the first track junction 
between NH3 and the reservoir 

• on existing sign at the summit 
(currently only two tracks 
labelled) 

 Location of “Natone Hill Scenic 
Lookout 1.2km” sign near NH7 is 
confusing  

Remove “Natone Hill Scenic Lookout 
1.2km” sign near NH7 

Access for 
bushfire 
management  

Access for TFS heavy tankers is 
impeded at NH8  

Install boom gate, remove rocks and 
prune vegetation as recommended in 
the NHB Reserve’s Bushfire 
Management Plan 

Trail between Nubeena Street 
and Tianna Road requires 
widening in some sections to 
allow access by heavy tankers 

Widen narrow sections as 
recommended in the NHB Reserve’s 
Bushfire Management Plan 

Trail between the Reservoir and 
NH6 is in poor condition and 
does not meet the required 
usage class 3 specifications 

Widen track, improve track surface and 
install drainage as recommended in the 
NHB Reserve’s Bushfire Management 
Plan 

Cars park in front of fire trail 
gates 

Install no standing signs on boom gates 
at NH1 and NH8 

 Tree branches encroaching fire 
trails in places 

Remove dead vegetation and 
undertake vegetation pruning and 
clearing as recommended in the NHB 
Reserve’s Bushfire Management Plan 

Track 
condition / 
access 

Log steps leading up Natone Hill 
from NH2 are in poor condition 

Assess condition of log steps and plan 
for their upgrade/replacement 

Nubeena Track between NH8 
and the reservoir requires 
substantial erosion control work  

Improve track surface and install 
appropriate drainage 
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Issue Description Recommendation 

The gravel track along Faggs 
Gully Creek between the East 
Derwent Highway and 
Dumbarton Drive is overgrown 

Incorporate a more regular spraying 
regime into the Reserve’s existing 
maintenance program 

The pedestrian path along 
Geilston Bay Road between the 
bridge and Sarean Court is 
overgrown  

Clear path and incorporate a more 
regular maintenance regime into the 
Reserve’s existing maintenance 
program 

Cars park over the section of 
pedestrian pathway outside  100-
108 Geilston Bay Road, limiting 
pedestrian access and creating a 
safety issue 

Install no parking signs outside 100-108 
Sarean Court 

 Difficult for maintenance vehicles 
to gain access over kerb at GB4 

Install a cross over at this entrance 

Track names Geilston Creek Track actually 
runs alongside Faggs Gully 
Creek 

Change the name of this track to Faggs 
Gully Creek track 

contemplation of the views; 
• two or three seats between the car park and the water at GB3; 
• at Limekiln Point;  
• under the weeping willow tree between GB6 and GB7; and 
• a cluster of two or three seats at GB7 to allow groups to appreciate the 

views to the Tasman Bridge.   

Vandal-proof bench seats, such as those already used in the Reserves, should be 
coloured to blend in with the environment (ie seat painted green) and set into a 
concrete foundation with a hardened under surface (eg compacted gravel or 
concrete) extending in front of the seat.  Alternatively, seats could be constructed 
from natural stone to deter vandalism.  Shade structures should be included above 
seats at some locations if feasible. 

Recommendation 27: Install new outdoor seats at several locations in both 
Reserves.       

The small cove and gravelly beach adjacent to the car park at GB3 is a popular 
kayak launching area, particularly for novice kayakers.  The opportunity exists to 
promote this area as a preferred water craft launching site and promote it as part of 
an eastern shore kayak trail.  Proposed interpretation signage at Reserve entrance 
GB3 (refer Section 18) could include information to promote this area to novice 
kayakers, and there is the potential to investigate the future feasibility of a kayak 
wash down area adjacent to the beach.  As well, community consultation has 
indicated that the amenity of this area for kayaks as well as from a visual 
perspective could be improved by depositing a layer of coarse sand on the existing 
beach surface.  If this does occur, a period of water testing and appropriate 
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warning signage would be required to discourage swimming from the beach until 
water quality has been fully assessed. 

Recommendation 28: Promote a preferred kayak launch site off the small 
beach adjacent to the GB3 car park and investigate feasibility of installing a 
wash down area.  

Recommendation 29: Assess the technical feasibility of depositing coarse 
sand on the small beach adjacent to the GB3 car park to improve its amenity. 

Recommendation 30: In consultation with the Derwent Estuary Program, 
review existing water quality data and establish a minimum six month water 
quality monitoring program for the small beach adjacent to the GB3 car park. 

Any additional installation of new infrastructure within the Reserves will be subject 
to limited funding.  With this in mind, no additional infrastructure beyond that 
discussed above is proposed within the next five years unless significant funding 
becomes available.  A further review of the infrastructure requirements of the 
Reserves should be undertaken in 2019.   

Recommendation 31: Undertake a review of the infrastructure requirements 
of the Reserves in 2019.  

16 BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT 

A five year Bushfire Management Plan encompassing the NHB Reserve was 
developed for Council in 2011 (AVK Environmental Management 2011a).  Key 
recommendations in the plan include: 

• maintaining and repairing fire trails to the required standards; 
• maintaining fuel modified buffer zones near residences backing on to the 

Reserve; 
• undertaking planned burns in 2015; 
• carrying out vegetation monitoring; and 
• ensuring that the WWII excavations at the summit of Natone Hill are not 

damaged when undertaking bushfire  management activities. 

The Bushfire Management Plan is scheduled for review in 2016. 

17 COASTAL EROSION AND INUNDATION 

Prior to undertaking any further on ground work along coastal sections of the GBC 
Reserve, the Tasmanian Coastal Works Manual: A best practice management 
guide for changing coastlines (Page and Thorp 2010) should be consulted to 
ensure best practice coastal management techniques are implemented.   

Recommendation 32: The Tasmanian Coastal Works Manual should be 
consulted prior to undertaking any on ground activities in coastal areas. 

Community consultation indicated concern about an area of erosion occurring on 
the bank immediately above the small beach adjacent to the car park at GB3 that 
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may in time impact on the pathway above.  An assessment of the recession 
occurring in this area should be undertaken to determine the most appropriate 
adaptation response to prevent further erosion from occurring.   

Recommendation 33: Assess and implement an appropriate adaptation 
response to prevent further erosion and recession from occurring on the 
bank immediately above the small beach adjacent to the car park at GB3.   

18 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND AWARENESS 

There is a strong history of community commitment and enthusiasm for caring for 
both Reserves through the Natone Hill Landcare Group, the Geilston Bay Landcare 
Group (North and South Banks), the Geilston Bay Boat Club Landcare Group, the 
newly formed Limekiln Point Landcare Group and local schools.  Ongoing 
engagement with these groups should continue where appropriate to encourage 
ongoing participation in Reserve management activities.  In particular, engagement 
with North Lindisfarne Primary School following its recent relocation to the former 
Geilston Bay High School site should occur to encourage a continuation of the 
former Geilston Bay Landcare/Coastcare Group’s commitment to caring for the 
GBC Reserve.   

Recommendation 34: Engage with North Lindisfarne Primary School to 
encourage a continuation of the former Geilston Bay Landcare/Coastcare 
Group’s commitment to caring for the GBC Reserve.   

Outside these groups, community participation and awareness has an important 
role to play in protecting the natural, cultural and recreational values of the 
Reserves.  Education of locals, visitors and some residents living adjacent to the 
Reserves is desirable to foster behavioural change and encourage community 
ownership and appreciation of the Reserve’s values.  Key management issues 
identified as requiring community awareness and enforcement are summarised in 
Table 4.   A letterbox drop to adjacent landowners with information on each of 
these issues is recommended as a first step to achieving community awareness 
and understanding of these issues. 

Recommendation 35: Undertake community education through letterbox 
drops to facilitate behavioural change and encourage ownership and 
appreciation of the values of the Reserve.    

There appears to be a gap in knowledge and understanding by local residents of 
Council’s approach to bushfire management within the Reserve and the rationale 
for this approach (Chris Johns, Clarence City Council, pers. comm. 2015).  It is 
therefore recommended that a Natone Hill bushfire management awareness 
brochure be developed and distributed to local residents bordering the NHB 
Reserve to raise community awareness of Council’s approach to bushfire 
management in the Reserve, including pre and post fire vegetation management 
regimes and their rationale.   
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Table 4: Management issues requiring community education and awareness within the 
Reserves. 

Issue Description 

Garden waste dumping Dumping of garden waste in bush or on the foreshore 
encourages the spread of weeds and is visually unattractive for 
all users.   

Removal of native 
vegetation 

Removal of native vegetation (eg to improve views, reduce 
bushfire risk, collect fire wood) is illegal.  It encourages the 
establishment of weeds and reduces species diversity and 
animal habitat.  Seed collection should only be undertaken with 
Council approval. 

Encroachment  Some properties adjacent to the Reserves have ‘adopted’ the 
area next to their properties (eg by modifying vegetation, 
storing property) 

Environmental weeds Weeds in adjacent gardens pose a threat to existing native 
vegetation. 

Wildlife Trapping and relocation of native wildlife is not permitted 

Bushfire management Local residents should take action to reduce the bushfire risk of 
the vegetation on their properties.  There is also a need to 
educate residents about Council’s approach to bushfire 
management within the NHB Reserve. 

Cats and dogs Cats and dogs can kill native wildlife.  Dogs restrictions apply in 
both Reserves.  Cats should be microchipped, desexed and 
kept indoors at night.   

Recommendation 36: Develop and distribute a Natone Hill bushfire 
management awareness brochure and distribute to residents bordering the 
NHB Reserve. 

Interpretation signs provide an important opportunity to display information on the 
Reserves’ natural values and history.  Community consultation indicated that 
interpretation signage is not desired in the NHB Reserve due to vandalism.   
However, there is a level of desire for new interpretation panels to be installed 
along the Geilston Bay foreshore track to provide information about Landcare 
group activities and the history of the area.  Interpretation signs are therefore 
proposed at GB6 (Limekiln Point Landcare Group information sign) and at GB7 
(information about history of limestone use, aboriginal heritage).  These signs 
should be developed in consultation with the Limekiln Point Landcare Group.  
Additional information (eg pictures of the foreshore and creek before and after 
weed control and revegetation activities, information about the preferred kayak 
launching point) could also be included on the existing interpretation panel at GB3, 
which currently only contains a small amount of information about the Geilston Bay 
Landcare Group’s activities.   

Recommendation 37: Install new interpretation signs at GB6 and GB7.  

Under the Tasmanian Work Health and Safety Act 2012, volunteers are considered 
‘workers’ when working for Council on Council owned land.  Council therefore has  
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a duty of care to provide a safe workplace for volunteer workers. 

• All volunteers have rights and responsibilities. Volunteers have the right 
to a safe work environment, to be treated fairly and with respect, to public 
liability insurance, to safe equipment, tools and personal protective 
equipment (PPE), to adequate instruction to perform tasks, to contribute 
their suggestions and to receive acknowledgement for their contributions. 
Volunteers also have the right to refuse work if they consider it unsafe. 

• Volunteers also have the responsibility to care for the health and safety 
of others, to respect others, to follow policies, procedures and instructions, 
and to care for their own health and safety. 

With this in mind, all volunteers need to refer to the relevant Council Safe Work 
Method Statements (SWMSs) before undertaking works in Council Reserves, 
including cut and paste work, brushcutting and spreading of mulch.  These are 
available from Council’s Natural Areas Volunteer Coordinator (Chris Johns, phone 
6245 8773 or email cjohns@ccc.tas.gov.au).  All spot spraying should be 
undertaken by certified operators (eg Council staff, contractors).   

19 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

A map illustrating the location of on ground management activities recommended 
within the Reserve are provided at Figure 15.  These are based on the key  
recommendations contained within this plan, which are summarised in detail at 
Appendices 13-14. 

Based on these recommendations, an Implementation Plan with associated 
performance measures has been developed and is provided at Table 5.  It 
identifies three stages of management activities to be undertaken within the 
Reserve: 

• Priority 1 - immediate (6-12 months) management activities. 
• Priority 2 – medium term (1-3 years) management priorities. 
• Priority 3 – long term (5 years) management priorities. 

The intent of the Implementation Plan is to provide a guide to outcomes that could 
be achieved within the Reserve by Clarence City Council, contractors and/or 
volunteer groups within the period 2015-2019 if sufficient resources are available.  
The Implementation Plan provides an indication of the level of funding required to 
achieve these outcomes. 8   While it would be desirable to undertake all the 
recommended activities, it is acknowledged that this may not be possible due to 
resource constraints, and implementation will ultimately be guided by what is 
achievable with resources as they become available.  Federal, State and Local 
Government grants programs may provide an opportunity to obtain resources to 
implement many of the recommendations contained within this report.    
 

                                            
8
 Funding details are based on an internal Council document which provides a detailed five year 

cost estimate for all planned activities.  This has been developed primarily for Council budgetary 
processes and potential grant applications.  Specific details may be sought by contacting Council’s 
NRM Planner.   
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Figure 15:  Overview of key proposed on ground management activities in the NHB 
Reserve and GBC Reserve (base map sourced from the LIST). 
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Table 5: Implementation Plan for undertaking recommended management activities within the Reserves. 

Priority  Rec. No.  Action Seasonal  
timing 

Performance measure Responsibility Estimated 
funding

9
 

Weed control 

1 R1 Undertake a sweep of Natone Hill to remove 
isolated populations of declared and 
environmental weeds 

Spring – 
summer for 
spot spraying; 
all year round 
for other 
techniques 

Sweep completed and 
weed infestations 
eradicated  

Council, 
contractor and/or 
volunteer groups 

$3,000 

 

 

1 R2 Liaise with TasWater to control gorse 
growing within the Reservoir boundary at 
the top of Natone Hill 

 

N/A Gorse within reservoir 
boundary eradicated 

Council  N/A 

1 R5 Remove or burn weed piles around Limekiln 
Point 

N/A Weed piles removed from 
Limekiln Point foreshore 

Council N/A 

1,2&3 R6 Undertake annual sweep and follow-up 
control of all previously targeted weeds 

Ongoing on an 
annual basis 

All areas of primary weed 
control remain weed free 

Council, 
contractor and/or 
volunteer groups 

$3,000 per 
annum 

3 R8 Undertake follow-up GPS mapping of all 
weeds  

Spring - 
summer 

Weed maps and Council 
database are updated 
within five years 

Council, 
contractor and/or 
volunteer groups 

$600 

Regeneration and revegetation 

1,2&3 R9, 
R10,R11,  

Undertake revegetation activities as detailed 
in Section 9 

Autumn – 
winter 

Revegetation sites 
established and maintained 
for 5 years 

Council, 
contractor or 
volunteers 

$2,000 per 
annum 

 

                                            
9
 Funding estimate is based on total costs required to undertake all recommended activities over the period 2015-16 to 2019-20.  N/A = Council in kind 

support is anticipated for this activity. 
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Priority  Rec. No.  Action Seasonal  
timing 

Performance measure Responsibility Estimated 
funding

9
 

Riparian zone management and water sensitive urban design 

2 R12 Develop and implement a WSUD 
Management Plan that investigates and 
assesses options for improving the current 
condition of Faggs Gully Creek, including 
water quality, water flows, stormwater runoff 
and riparian vegetation management 

N/A WSUD Management Plan 
developed and 
implemented 

Council  $5,000  

1 R13 Establish a water quality monitoring program 
for Faggs Gully Creek 

N/A Water monitoring program 
established 

Council, 
volunteers or 
UTAS 

N/A 

Fauna habitat management 

2 R17 Develop and distribute a responsible cat 
management brochure and distribute to 
residents bordering both Reserves 

N/A Cat brochure developed 
and distributed to local 
residences bordering both 
Reserves 

Council $3,000 

       

Vegetation and fauna monitoring 

1,2&3 R18 Undertake an updated flora survey and 
annual vegetation composition and condition 
assessments of the NHB Reserve to further 
inform on ground management activities 

Spring Flora survey completed Contractor $2,000 

1,2&3 R19 Establish vegetation monitoring plots prior to 
undertaking prescribed burns and monitor 
each plot annually 

N/A Plots established and 
monitored annually 

Council N/A 

1,2&3 R20 Establish photo points at several locations 
within both Reserves to facilitate monitoring 
of annual regeneration growth 

 

N/A Photo points established 
and annual photos taken 

Council, 
contractor or 
volunteers 

$600 
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Priority  Rec. No.  Action Seasonal  
timing 

Performance measure Responsibility Estimated 
funding

9
 

1,3 R21 Undertake surveys to update the fauna 
record of the Reserve  

N/A Terrestrial and aquatic 
fauna surveys and bird 
surveys completed 2015 & 
2019 

Contractor and/or  
BirdLife 
Tasmania 
and/or UTAS  

$10,000 

Reserve entrances 

1 R23 Develop identifying names (other than street 
names) for Reserve entrances NH1 & NH8 

N/A Identifying names 
developed for NH1 & NH8 

Council N/A 

1 R23 Install Reserve Entrance name signs as per 
Table 2 

N/A Reserve Entrance name 
signs installed as per Table 
2 

Council $9,000 

1 R23 Erect signage at both ends of Nelumie Street 
directing users from Nelumie Street along 
Moirunna Road, then along Rowitta Road 
foot path to Tianna Road and NH1 to 
consolidate this preferred route 

N/A Preferred route signposted Council $500 

2,3 R23, R24 Undertake native landscaping and formalise 
parking at Reserve entrances NH1 & NH8 as 
per Appendices 11 & 12 

Autumn - winter Landscaping and new 
parking areas completed at 
Reserve entrances NH1 & 
NH8  

Council, 
contractor or 
volunteers 

Up to 
$20,000 per 
entrance 

2 R37 Install interpretation signs at entrances GB6 
and GB7 

N/A Two new interpretation 
signs installed 

Council or 
contractor 

$2,000 

Tracks and trails 

1 R25 Install track direction signs as detailed in 
Table 3 

N/A Track marker signs 
installed 

Council or 
contractor 

$1,000 

1,2&3 R25 Maintain fire trails in the NHB Reserve to 
required standard for heavy vehicles 

N/A Tracks maintained to 
standard identified in the 
Bushfire Management Plan  

Council  N/A 
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Priority  Rec. No.  Action Seasonal  
timing 

Performance measure Responsibility Estimated 
funding

9
 

3 R25 Assess condition of log steps leading up 
Natone Hill from NH2 and plan for their 
upgrade/replacement 

N/A Log steps leading up 
Natone Hill from NH2 
upgraded or replaced 

Council or 
contractor 

$5,000 

1,2&3 R25 Maintain walking tracks along Faggs Gully 
Creek and Geilston Creek Road 

N/A No complaints 

No safety incidents 
reported 

Council or 
contractor 

$1,000 per 
annum 

1 R25 Develop identifying names for unnamed 
major tracks in the NHB Reserve (in 
conjunction with Natone Hill Landcare 
Group) 

N/A All major trails named and 
signposted 

Council N/A 

Infrastructure 

3 R26 Install new dog waste bag dispensers and 
bins at NH1, NH6 and GB6 

N/A Dog waste bag dispensers 
and bins installed  

Council or 
contractor 

$1,500 

2 R26 Install up to eight bench seats at various 
location in the Reserves  

N/A Eight bench seats installed Council or 
contractor  

$16,000 

2 R28 Promote a preferred kayak launch site off the 
small beach adjacent to the GB3 car park 
and investigate feasibility of installing a wash 
down area 

N/A Feasibility study complete 
and funding allocated if 
appropriate 

Council N/A 

3 R29 Assess the technical feasibility of depositing 
coarse sand on the small beach adjacent to 
the GB3 car park to improve its amenity 

N/A Feasibility assessed and 
sand deposited if 
appropriate 

Council or 
contractor 

$7,000 
(including 
cost of 
sand) 

2 R30 In consultation with the Derwent Estuary 
Program, review existing water quality data 
and establish a minimum six month water 
quality monitoring program for the small 
beach adjacent to the GB3 car park 

N/A Water quality monitoring 
program established 

Council, DEP N/A 
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Priority  Rec. No.  Action Seasonal  
timing 

Performance measure Responsibility Estimated 
funding

9
 

3 R31 Review the infrastructure requirements of the 
Reserve in 2019 

N/A Infrastructure review 
completed in 2019 

Council  N/A 

Coastal erosion and inundation 

2 R33 Assess and implement an appropriate 
adaptation response to prevent further 
erosion from occurring on the bank 
immediately above the small beach adjacent 
to the car park at GB3  

N/A No further erosion 
observed on the bank 
immediately above the 
small beach adjacent to the 
car park at GB3 

Council N/A 

Community participation and awareness 

2 R34 Engage with North Lindisfarne Primary 
School to encourage a continuation of the 
former Geilston Bay Landcare/Coastcare 
Group’s commitment to caring for the GBC 
Reserve 

N/A North Lindisfarne Primary 
School Landcare/Coastcare 
Group established 

Council N/A 

1,2,3 R17, R35 Undertake a letterbox drop to residents 
neighbouring the Reserves on key issues 
requiring education community education 
including: garden waste dumping, removal of 
native vegetation, encroachment, 
environmental weeds, wildlife, bushfire 
management and responsible cat and dog 
management 

N/A Letterbox drop on each 
issue completed 

 

Council N/A 

1 R36 Develop and distribute a Natone Hill bushfire 
management awareness brochure and 
distribute to residents bordering the NHB 
Reserve. 

N/A Brochure developed and 
distributed to local 
residents 

Council and/or 
contractor 

$3,000 

Implementation plan 

1,2&3 R38 Undertake annual review against all 
performance measures 

N/A Review of all performance 
measures completed 
annually 

Council N/A 
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Priority  Rec. No.  Action Seasonal  
timing 

Performance measure Responsibility Estimated 
funding

9
 

3 R39 Undertake a review of the Natone Hill 
Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve 
Activity Plan 2015-2019 in 2019 

N/A Natone Hill Bushland and 
Geilston Bay Coastal 
Reserve Activity Plan 2015-
2019 reviewed within five 
years 

Council and/or 
contractor 

$10,000 
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A review of progress against all performance measures should be undertaken 
annually during the period 2015-2019 to help prioritise available resources. 

Recommendation 38: Review progress against all performance measures 
identified in the Implementation Plan annually. 

20 FUTURE PRIORITIES 

A review of the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve Activity 
Plan 2015-2019 should be undertaken in 2019.  The purpose of this review 
should be to: 

• assess progress towards achieving the objectives of the Natone Hill 
Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019; 

• assess progress against all performance measures;  
• analyse photo point data and all completed fauna assessments to 

determine trends and implications for ongoing vegetation management; 
and 

• determine ongoing management priorities for the Reserves for the next 
five years. 

Recommendation 39: Review the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay 
Coastal Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019 in 2019 to assess progress and 
determine ongoing management priorities for the Reserves.   
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APPENDIX 1: CONSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NATONE HILL 
BUSHLAND RESERVE’S NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA  

The Natone Hill Bushland Reserve contains four native vegetation communities 
(AVK Environmental Management 2011a), two of which is listed as threatened 
native vegetation communities under the Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 
2002.  These are summarised in Table A1.1. 

Table A1.1: Conservation status of native vegetation communities occurring within the 
NHB Reserve. 

Community 
name 

TASVEG 
code 

Description Conservation 
status  

Eucalyptus 
risdonii forest 
and woodland 

DRI Open dry sclerophyll community 
dominated by a very sparse canopy of E. 
risdonii trees.  Localised community on 
the south western side of Natone Hill. 

Rare 

Eucalyptus 
globulus dry 
forest and 
woodland 

DGL Dry sclerophyll community dominated by 
E. globulus with a similar understorey of 
of secondary trees and tall shrubs as the 
DAM community.  The ground layer is 
dominated by grasses.  Located at the 
eastern end of the Reserve. 

Vulnerable 

Eucalyptus 
amygdalina 
forest on 
mudstone 

DAM Dry sclerophyll community dominated by 
E. amygdalina, with an understorey 
composed of secondary trees and tall 
shrubs such as Acacia dealbata, Acacia 
mearnsii, Allocasuarina littoralis and 
Exocarpos cuppressiformis.  The ground 
layer is characterised by sedges and 
grasses (eg Lomandra longifolia, 
Dipplarena morraea) interspersed with 
areas of bare soil. This community occurs 
across the majority of Natone Hill. 

Not threatened 

Eucalyptus 
viminalis 
grassy forest 
and woodland 

DVG Woodland dominated by E. viminalis. A 
small area of this community occurs near 
the summit of Natone Hill. 

Not threatened 

Four flora species recorded in the Reserve are listed as threatened species 
under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (the TSP Act) 
and/or Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (the EPBC Act).  These are summarised in Table A1.2. 

The Reserve also contains potential habitat for several threatened fauna species 
listed under the TSP and/or EPBC Acts, including two endangered species.  
These are summarised in Table A1.3. 
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Table A1.2: Flora species of conservation significance recorded within the Reserve.  

Flora species Common 
name 

Conservation 
status10 

Comments  

Arthropodium strictum chocolate lily Rare Recorded on grassy west 
facing slopes. 

Eucalyptus risdonii Risdon 
peppermint 

Rare Localised stand on the south 
western side of Natone Hill. 

Lepidium 
pseudotasmanicum 

shade 
peppercress 

Rare Recorded between Reserve 
entrances NH7 and NH8. 

Rytidosperma indutum tall wallaby 
grass 

Rare  Recorded at several 
locations throughout the 
Reserve. 

Table A1.3: Fauna species of conservation significance for which suitable habitat exists 
within the Reserve.  

Fauna species Common 
name 

Conservation 
status9 

Habitat / Comments  

Lathamus discolor swift parrot Endangered 

ENDANGERED 

Nesting habitat is hollows in 
mature eucalypts with stem 
diameter >70cm at breast 
height.  Forages in mature 
Eucalyptus globulus and E. 
ovata trees.  Potential nesting 
and foraging habitat exists 
within the Reserve.  

Tyto 
novaehollandiae 
subsp. castanops  

masked owl 
(Tasmanian) 

Endangered Inhabits dry eucalypt forest and 
woodland with old growth 
eucalypts containing hollows. 
Potential nesting habitat exists 
within the Reserve.    

Perameles gunnii eastern 
barred 
bandicoot 

VULNERABLE Inhabits grassy woodlands, 
native grasslands and mosaics 
of pasture and shrubby ground 
cover.   Potential nesting and 
foraging habitat exists within the 
Reserve. 

                                            
10

 Lower case = TSP Act; UPPER CASE = EPBC Act 
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APPENDIX 2: FLORA SPECIES LIST FOR THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND 
RESERVE11 

 

                                            
11 Source: deGryse, J. (1998).  Natone Hill Bush Park Management Plan.  Unpublished report for 
Clarence City Council.  
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APPENDIX 3: BIRD SURVEY FOR NATONE HILL 

Observers: Denis Abbott, Sue Drake and Bruce Longmore 

Natone Hill: walked to top of Natone Hill (the reservoir) from Tianna Road, at junction of 
Rowanna Road. 

Date: 9 October, 2014  Time: 9.35-9.55. 

Birds Seen/heard: 

Blackbird * 
Forest Raven 
Grey Currawong 
Little Wattlebird 
Noisy Miner 
Shining-bronze Cuckoo 
Silvereye 
Silver Gull 
Spotted Pardalote 
Starling * 
Striated Pardalote 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Welcome Swallow 
Yellow-throated Honeyeater 

* Not native to Tasmania 

This is a dry hillside with little understory, hence few smaller birds, except the pardalotes which 
are in the eucalypt canopy. The road noise from the highway was very penetrating making it 
difficult to distinguish calls at any distance. 
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APPENDIX 4: UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERY PLAN 
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APPENDIX 5: SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 

During September - October 2014, identified stakeholders were invited to provide 
comments relevant to the development of the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston 
Bay Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 2015-2019. 

A public meeting and community ‘walk and talk’ session in each Reserve was 
facilitated by Council and Tasflora on 21 September 2014.  The purpose of each 
session was to seek input from local residents, Landcare and Coastcare groups 
and other relevant stakeholders on values and management issues associated 
with the Reserves.  Over 15 stakeholders attended each meeting, including 
representatives from the Natone Hill Landcare Group, the Geilston Bay Landcare 
Group (North and South Banks), the Limekiln Point Landcare Group and the 
Geilston Bay Boat Club.    

Key issues raised during the Natone Hill Bushland Reserve walk and talk 
included: 

• Don’t make any major changes to the Reserve. 
• No parking signs are needed at the Nubeena Street entrance and along 

Nubeena Street to prevent visitors to the Reserve blocking tracks or 
blocking access by residents to their houses. 

• The Reserve’s entrances need to be more obvious (eg signage) to 
encourage people to use them. 

• Consider making the entrance at the northern end of Tianna Road the 
main entrance to the Reserve.  A parking area and conceptual landscape 
plan should be developed for this entrance. 

• Tracks need to be signposted within the Reserve, not just at the 
entrances. 

• The bitumen is eroding on the main track to Reservoir. 
• Large dead wood throughout the Reserve is creating a bushfire hazard.  
• Gorse within the reservoir boundary should be controlled to prevent its 

encroachment into the Reserve.   
• Interpretation signage about the Reserve’s Works War II history should 

not be reinstalled as it will likely be vandalised. 
• Install a tap for dogs. 
• Education of adjacent property owners is needed to prevent dumping of 

garden rubbish and discourage planting of weedy Australian natives. 

Key issues raised during the Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve walk and talk 
included: 

• The condition/height of the intertidal walkway between Geilston Bay and 
Limekiln Point. 

• Request for Council to assist with the removal of large piles of cut weeds 
around Limekiln Point. 
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• Maintenance of revegetation sites required at the pumping station end of 
Tahune Street. 

• Faggs Gully Creek requires attention to address water flow issues. 
• Walking tracks along Faggs Gully Creek and between the bridge and 

Sarean Court need maintenance. 
• A wildlife corridor should be created around the Geilston Bay Boat Club by 

planting understorey plants beneath existing eucalypts. 

A feedback form seeking input to the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay 
Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 2015-2019 was also mailed to stakeholders.  
Written responses were received from 14 stakeholders, which are summarised in 
Table A5.1 and Table A5.2.  

The draft Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 
2015-2019 was released for community consultation in March - April 2015.  A 
Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Report Card was 
developed as a key tool in encouraging stakeholder feedback on the draft plan 
and was mailed out to residents and other interested stakeholders.  Three 
submissions on the draft plan were received during the consultation period.  A 
summary of the issues raised in these submissions is provided in Table A5.3. 

Where possible, all relevant community feedback has been considered in the 
development of the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 
Activity Plan 2015-2019.  However some issues identified during the consultation 
process are beyond the scope of this plan or pertain to management issues 
outside the Reserves.  These issues have been noted by Council and will be 
addressed through other processes where feasible. 

Table A5.1:  Summary of written responses received regarding the Natone Hill Bushland 
Reserve during initial stakeholder consultation. 

Management issue Response 

Reserve entrances  

Create parking area at Nubeena Street 
entrance (NH8) 

Section 13 recommends formalised 
parking at NH8 (refer Appendix 12) 

Clearly signpost the road at Nubeena 
Street entrance so visitors don’t block 
access to residences  

Section 13 recommends ‘no parking’ signs 
in these areas 

Tracks and trails  

Better tracks around and over Natone Hill 
as some areas are affected by rain etc. 

Section 14 recommends some track 
improvements  

Keep the tracks unsealed  There is no proposal to seal any tracks 

Retain Natone Hill as an off-lead dog 
walking area 

No changes to current dog walking 
provisions are proposed 
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Management issue Response 

Infrastructure  

Need more rubbish bins Section 15 recommends additional dog 
waste disposal bins which will also serve 
as rubbish bins 

Bushfire management  

Find a way to use the dead wood on the hill 
to reduce bushfire risk 

This feedback will be forwarded to 
Council’s bushfire management staff for 
consideration. 

Table A5.2:  Summary of written responses received regarding the Geilston Bay Coastal 
Reserve during initial stakeholder consultation. 

Management issue Response 

Weed management  

The Limekiln Point Landcare Group needs 
assistance with removing heaps of cut weeds 
near the high water mark around Limekiln 
Point. 

Section 8 recommends that Council 
assists with this work 

Regeneration and revegetation  

Increase maintenance of creek rehabilitation 
work to ensure gains are maintained 

Sections 8 & 9 recommend weed control 
and revegetation activities along Faggs 
Gully Creek  

Revegetate a thin strip on the bay side of the 
tennis courts to screen the fences 

Section 9 recommends revegetation in 
this area 

Revegetate the bank between the multiuser 
path and fences along the rock bench path 

This area is currently maintained through 
brushcutting. Revegetation is not 
recommended as plants may grow over 
the narrow walkway. 

Plant understorey species in the strip of land 
bounded by De Bomford Lane, the Geilston 
Bay Boat Club and the toilet block for visual 
amenity and a wildlife corridor 

Section 9 recommends understorey 
planting in this area 

Fauna habitat management  

Engage a consultant to undertake a study of 
the creek as a whole to ensure optimal water 
flows along its length 

Section 10 recommends that Council 
investigates and assesses options to 
improve water quality, water flows and 
aquatic habitat in Faggs Gully Creek  

Tracks and trails  

Check that signage linking one area with the 
other is good for both directions of pathways 

Section 14 contains recommendations 
for improving track signage 

Introduce a more regular spraying regime of Section 14 recommends more regular 
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Management issue Response 

the gravel track between East Derwent 
Highway and Bedlam Walls 

maintenance of this track 

There is no footpath along Geilston Bay 
Road between the bridge over Faggs Gully 
Creek and the Shag Bay walking track 

An overgrown walking track does exist in 
this area.  Section 14 recommends 
regular maintenance of this track.  

Cars park over the walking track between 
100 and 108 Geilston Bay Road 

Section 14 recommends the installation 
of “No Parking” signs along this section  

Install a cross over at the access to the 
walkways area at the bottom of Granville Ave 
to allow truck access for maintenance issues 

Section 14 recommends that a cross 
over be installed at this entrance 

Create a small learn to ride bike path loop 
adjacent to the cricket nets on the bottom old 
High School oval which is connected to the 
road crossing of the concrete bike path 

Not considered a priority over the next 
five years unless suitable funding 
becomes available 

Infrastructure  

Install fitness equipment in the bay area or 
between the tennis courts and BBQ huts 

Not considered a priority over the next 
five years unless suitable funding 
becomes available 

Highlight an area between the concrete path 
and boat ramp car park as a potential site for 
a commercial development of a small cafe  

To be noted by Council and considered  

Shift the car park 5m to the east to allow 
planting of a row of trees (Casuarina) and 
park benches to be installed along the top of 
the rock wall 

Moving the car park likely to be costly.  
Section 15 recommends installing seats 
in the existing space 

Install a small in ground trampoline in the 
kids play park 

Not considered a priority over the next 
five years unless suitable funding 
becomes available 

  

Need more seating with shelter on walking 
tracks 

Section 15 recommends additional seats 
with shelter where feasible 

The jetties on the foreshore could be 
repaired and made safer, as they make a 
nice ‘stop point’ in a walk 

The majority of these jetties are privately 
owned 

Community awareness and education  

Encroachment by private landowners is 
occurring at the entrance off Musgrove Road 
(GB4) 

Section 18 addresses encroachment 
issues 

Other Reserve management issues  

Install one row of large rocks at the base of 
the eroded bank at the back of the beach 

The reason for this proposal is unclear 
so has not been recommended 
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Management issue Response 

area near the car park 

Introduce a layer of clean, coarse sand over 
the beach area adjacent to the boat ramp car 
park 

An assessment of the feasibility of this is 
recommended in Section 15.  

Create a flat, grassy area on the bay side of 
the tennis court to create an area for 
children’s ball games 

This area has been identified for 
understorey revegetation activities. 

Need off lead dog running areas No change to current dog exercise 
arrangements are proposed 

Management issues outside the Reserve’s boundary/outside the scope of the RAP 

Improve lighting and maintenance around the 
BMX track area 

While these issues are outside the 
Reserve boundary and/or outside the 
scope of the Natone Hill Bushland and 
Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Activity 
Plan 2015-2019, they have been noted 
by Council and will be addressed where 
feasible.   

Improve drainage between the BMX track 
and skate ramp 

Formalise access for bikes between the BMX 
track and skate board ramp 

Place additional rocks across gravel access 
to BMX track to prevent vehicle access 

Stop dumping of turf and soil next to the 
rocks adjacent to the tennis club parking area 

Plant trees adjacent to East Derwent 
Highway from the creek to the High School 
area to improve visual amenity and fauna 
habitat/access 

Reduce access to the top of the bank along 
East Derwent Highway to prevent the display 
of cars for sale 

 

Extend the avenue of trees with Eucalyptus 
viminalis from East Derwent Highway to the 
boat ramp car park 

 

Create space for parallel parking along 
Debomford Lane from East Derwent Highway 
to the boat club driveway 

 

Have cross overs for the footpaths at 
junctions between Granville Avenue and 
Musgrove Road for ease of access for prams 
and bikes 

 

The Sarean Court car park is not always 
adequate for the number of people using the 
Shag Bay walking track 

 

Need to impede rogue vehicle access to all  
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Management issue Response 

areas that encompass the Geilston Bay High 
School grounds, sports fields and Geilston 
Bay Football club rooms car parks 

Plant more trees in Symons Park  

Area of bush behind Llenroc Street, Geilston 
Bay requires rehabilitation, a wildlife corridor 
and water access for animals 

   

TasWater has not rehabilitated the bush on 
the eastern side of East Derwent Highway 

 

Table A5.3:  Summary of written responses received on the draft Natone Hill Bushland 
and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves Activity Plan 2015-2019. 

Issue Comment 

Weed management (Section 8) 

 Natone Hill Landcare Group should be 
consulted when undertaking weed sweeps 
to ensure that all known infestations of 
gorse, broom, boneseed, Lucerne and 
Sydney wattle are targeted 

Section 8.2 will be amended to note that 
weed sweeps should be undertaken in 
consultation with the Natone Hill Landcare 
Group to ensure that all known weed 
locations are targeted.  

 The Limekiln Point Landcare Group 
Committee endorses the recommendation 
to remove or burn piles of cut weeds around 
Limekiln Point. 

No change to plan required.   

 The current weed removal process on the 
coastal path from Lindisfarne to Geilston 
Bay has left an eyesore of rotting weeds all 
along the foreshore... what was once a 
green leafy walk is now rotting vegetation all 
along the foreshore 

No change to plan proposed.  Section 8.3 
currently identifies removal or burning of 
these cut weeds as a Priority 1 activity (ie 
to be undertaken within the next 6 months).   

 The Limekiln Point Landcare Group 
Committee endorses the recommendation 
to undertake weed maintenance work, and 
notes the effort that will be required to fully 
control Vinca major and Muehlenbeckia 
axillaris. 

Section 8.4 will be updated to note the 
need for persistent follow-up to control 
Muehlenbeckia axillaris. 

 Weed removal along the coastal path has 
been heavy-handed and focused on 
removal with limited effective regeneration.  
The net effect has been the removal of two 
weed varieties and inevitably replaced with 
others and the increased use of poisons to 
control them.  

No change to plan proposed.  Section 8.3 
recognises that weeds have been removed 
from a large area, and that future weed 
control activities should focus on 
maintaining these areas to ensure they 
remain weed free.   Section 8.4 identifies 
the Limekiln Point area as an area 
requiring immediate maintenance weed 
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Issue Comment 

control activities.   

Regeneration and revegetation (Section 9)  

 If there is limited funding then steps should 
be funded to preserve the current amenity 
along the coastal path and ensure that first-
class regeneration occurs and 
acknowledgement that only gradual 
progress can be made. 

Sections 8 and 9 emphasise that new 
weed control and/or revegetation activities 
should not be undertaken unless ongoing 
resources are available for ongoing 
maintenance activities.  The plan will be 
updated to emphasise that the primary 
focus for work and funding along the 
coastal track should be to ensure that 
existing areas of weed control are 
maintained and that regeneration occurs.   

Fauna habitat management (Section 11) 

 Council should adopt a strong position that 
Natone Hill is not a dog exercise area and 
that dogs should be on the lead while on the 
hill.  

No change to plan proposed.  Natone Hill 
is currently a designated off lead area.  
This feedback should be incorporated in to 
the next review of Council’s Dog 
Management Policy. 

 Council should investigate providing a 
fenced dog exercise area (perhaps in the 
park), similar to what we have seen 
adjacent to Brisbane’s nature reserves 
(similar to Natone Hill) and dogs on lead 
throughout other areas. This would provide 
improved outcomes for all users  

No change to plan proposed.  This 
feedback should be incorporated in to the 
next review of Council’s Dog Management 
Policy. 

Vegetation and Fauna Monitoring (Section 12) 

 A member of the Natone Hill Landcare 
Group notes that Diana Duncan’s flora 
samples and Helen Genders’ photo 
collection are available 

Section 12 will be updated to note that the 
Landcare Group’s flora and photographic 
resources should be utilised when 
analysing native flora/vegetation 
community trends. 

Reserve Entrances and Parking (Section 13) 

 Formalising gravel car parks to Natone Hill 
will encourage additional usage in particular 
the use of the hill as a dog exercise track 
and cycling (which we understand is 
currently prohibited on the hill). There 
clearly needs to be an understanding of the 
mitigation of the effects of undesirable use 
of the hill to improve the overall outcome for 
users.  

No change to plan proposed.  

• Encouraging additional usage of the 
Reserve is consistent with the objective 
of enhancing its social (recreational) 
values. 

• Formalising gravel car parks will 
improve the overall outcome for all 
users by improving access to the 
Reserve, as current parking 
arrangements at NH1 and NH8 are 
awkward and unclear. 

• Cycling is currently permitted along the 
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Issue Comment 

Reserves tracks (Section 12 
recommends that the “no mountain 
bikes” sign at NH3 be removed to 
reduce confusion).  

Infrastructure (Section 15)  

 Agree with the recommendation to install 
seats along the coastal track as there is 
currently only one present. 

No change to plan required. 

 The activity plan needs to be more specific 
about the outcome that is intended and the 
method to achieve it.  For example “Install 
new seats and dog waste bins” gives no 
indication of both the design and location of 
seats and dog waste bins. 

 

No change to plan proposed.  Section 15 
discusses the proposed locations of new 
dog waste bag dispensers/bins and the 
proposed locations and design of new 
seats.  Figure 15 illustrates the proposed 
locations of new seats and dog waste bag 
dispensers and bins. 

 The objective should be clearly to improve 
the outcome for users not simply install 
more seats.  

No change to plan proposed.  The 
installation of additional seats improves the 
outcomes for all users by providing more 
seating for both rest opportunities and 
contemplation of the scenery at various 
locations throughout the Reserves.   

 The use of materials (aluminium and steel) 
that act as heat sinks does not provide a 
comfortable seat.  Council has installed 
seats in numerous locations of alternative 
designs made from synthetic wood and 
aluminium frames that in the main are 
comfortable in all weathers (noting that this 
may be expensive and reduce the number 
of seats that can be installed). 

No change to plan proposed.  While other 
seating materials could be used, the 
recommended seat materials are 
consistent with existing seats in both 
Reserves (and recommended for other 
reserves) to ensure longevity and deter 
vandalism.   

Community participation and awareness (Section 18) 

 The proposed interpretation signs at GB6 
and GB7 should be developed in 
consultation with the Limekiln Point 
Landcare Group.   

Section 18 will be updated to note that the 
proposed interpretation signs at GB6 and 
GB7 should be developed in consultation 
with the Limekiln Point Landcare Group. 

  If funds are short, the best action councils 
could take would be inspection, education 
and warnings on inappropriate behaviour 
(eg dog owners not walking with dogs on 
leads along the coastal track) rather than 
building more seats and car parks. 

This falls outside the scope of on ground 
management activities within the Reserve.  
This feedback should be forwarded to the 
relevant Council staff for consideration.   
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APPENDIX 6: WEED SPECIES PRESENT AND RECOMMENDED CONTROL TECHNIQUES 

Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique 

DECLARED WEEDS     

Blackberry Rubus fruticosus 
aggregate 

 

Declared 

WONS 

Large stands - spot spray larger using an 
appropriate herbicide (as per the DPIPWE 
Control Guide) in non-fruiting periods   

Isolated patches - spot spray or cut and paste 

Boneseed Chrysanthemoides 
monilifera 

Declared  

WONS 

Hand pull seedlings.  Cut and paste larger 
plants.  Fruit should be bagged and disposed 
of responsibly. 

Canary (Montpellier) 
broom 

Genista 
monspessulana 

Declared 

WONS 

Hand pull seedlings.  Cut and paste larger 
plants.  Spot spraying may be appropriate for 
larger infestations.   
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Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique 

Gorse Ulex europaeus Declared  

WONS 

Hand pull small plants.  Cut and paste larger 
plants.  Spot spraying may be appropriate for 
larger infestations.   

     

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDS 

Blue periwinkle Vinca major  
Brushcut followed by spot spraying.   Repeated 
follow-up spot spraying required.   

Cotoneaster Cotoneaster sp.  Hand pull seedlings.  Cut and paste larger 
plants. 
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Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique 

Cumbungi Typha sp.  Hand pull and remove all the rhizome. 

English ivy Hedera helix  Cut and paste. 

Golden wattle Acacia pycnantha  

 

Cut and paste. 
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Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna  Hand pull small plants.  Cut and paste larger 
plants. 

Mirror bush Coprosma repens  Hand pull seedlings.  Cut and paste larger 
plants. 

Sweet briar Rosa rubiginosa  Cut and paste or spot spray 
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Common name Species Status Picture Recommended control technique 

Sweet pittosporum Pittosporum 
undulatum 

 Hand pull small plants.  Cut and paste larger 
plants. 

Tree lucerne Chamaecytisus 
palmensis 

 Hand pull seedlings.  Cut and paste larger 
plants. 
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APPENDIX 7: LOCATION OF DECLARED WEEDS IN THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND RESERVE  

 

 

Legend: 
   

canary broom 
 
English broom 
 
gorse 
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APPENDIX 8: LOCATION OF NON-DECLARED ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDS IN THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND 
RESERVE 

 

Legend: 
   

blue periwinkle 
 
cotoneaster 
 
golden wattle 
 
grevillea 
 
mirror bush 
 
sweet pittosporum 
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APPENDIX 9: LOCATION OF DECLARED WEEDS ALONG FAGGS GULLY CREEK IN THE GEILSTON BAY 
COASTAL RESERVE  

 

 

Legend: 
   

blackberry 
 
boneseed 
 
canary broom 
 
English broom 
 
gorse 
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APPENDIX 10: LOCATION OF NON-DECLARED WEEDS ALONG FAGGS GULLY CREEK IN THE GEILSTON BAY 
COASTAL RESERVE 

 

 

Legend: 
   

cotoneaster 
 
cumbungi 
 
hawthorn 
 
ivy 
 
sweet briar 
 
prunus 
 
tree lucerne 
 
umbrella sedge 
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APPENDIX 11: CONCEPT LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR RESERVE ENTRANCE NH1 

Move 
existing 
light pole 
if feasible 

Install no 
parking sign 
on existing 
boom gate 

Remove dead 
wood and prune 
or remove 
existing straggly 
native plants 

Formalised gravel parking 
area to enable parking for 
up to 4 vehicles along 
northern boundary 
 

Legend: 
    

Bollards and/or retaining wall 

Coarse mulch (to a depth of 50-75 mm) 
 
Tall shrub (eg Dodonaea viscosa) 
 
Sedge or low shrub (eg Lomandra 
longifolia, Dianella revoluta) 
 
Large Reserve Entrance sign with map 

 
Existing fire trail / walking track 
 

       Dog waste bag dispenser and bin 
 

Notes: 
• Exact location of plants and species mix to be determined 

on site. 
• Poa species are not recommended due to high 

maintenance required and flammability.   
• Existing trees to be retained and bushy shrubs pruned or 

removed 
• Boulders and dead logs can be strategically placed 

throughout garden beds to create a natural looking 
environment 

Retain existing 
eucalypt 
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APPENDIX 12: CONCEPT LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR RESERVE ENTRANCE NH8 

Formalised gravel parking 
area to enable parking for 
up to 5  vehicles 

Remove dead 
wood and prune 
or remove 
existing straggly 
native plants 

Notes: 
• Exact location of plants and species mix to be determined 

on site. 
• Poa species are not recommended due to high 

maintenance required and flammability.   
• Existing trees to be retained and bushy shrubs pruned or 

removed 
• Boulders and dead logs can be strategically placed 

throughout garden beds to create a natural looking 
environment 

Legend: 
    

Bollards  

New/existing  boom gate 

Coarse mulch (to a depth of 50-75 mm) 
 

Sedge or low shrub (eg Lomandra 
longifolia, Dianella revoluta) 
 
Large Reserve Entrance sign with map 

 
Existing fire trail / walking track 
 

    Install a ‘No parking over 
roadway’ sign to prevent 
visitors parking over  
residents’ access road 



Reserve Activity Plan 2015-2019    Natone Hill Bushland & Geilston Bay Coastal Reserves 

Tasflora, August 2015   75 

APPENDIX 13: SUMMARY OF ON GROUND MANAGEMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NATONE HILL BUSHLAND RESERVE 
 

Weed management 

R1 

 
R2 

 
R3 

R6 

R7 

 
 
R8 

 

Undertake a sweep of Natone Hill to remove isolated populations of declared and 
environmental weeds         

Liaise with TasWater to control gorse growing within the Reservoir boundary at the top of 
Natone Hill 

Weed control should be undertaken prior to and following planned burns on Natone Hill 

Undertake an annual sweep and follow-up control of all previously targeted weeds 

Control of exotic grasses and broadleaf weeds is only required in revegetation and 
landscaped areas, and where necessary as part of the NHB Reserve’s general 
maintenance program 

Undertake follow-up GPS mapping of all weeds in the NHB Reserve after five years to 
monitor progress and inform future weed control priorities 

Regeneration and revegetation 

R9 

 
R11 

Continue to undertake regular maintenance of existing revegetation areas to ensure 
successful establishment and ongoing visual amenity   

New revegetation and landscaping activities should not be committed to unless sufficient 
resources are available to undertake ongoing regular maintenance of newly planted areas 

Fauna habitat management 

R12 

 
R16 

 
R17 

Consider fauna habitat requirements when planning bushfire management activities in the 
NHB Reserve    

Continue to liaise with DPIPWE and Kingborough Council to support the development of a 
regional approach to cat management 

Develop and distribute a responsible cat management brochure and distribute to residents 
bordering the NHB Reserve 

Vegetation and fauna monitoring 

R18 

 
R19 

 
R20 

 
R21 

 
R22 

 

Undertake an updated flora survey and annual vegetation composition and condition 
assessments of the NHB Reserve to further inform on ground management activities 

Establish vegetation monitoring plots prior to undertaking prescribed burns and monitor 
each plot annually 

Establish photo points at several locations within the NHB Reserve to facilitate monitoring of 
annual regeneration growth 

Undertake fauna surveys in 2015 and 2019 to measure changes arising from Reserve 
management activities and to further inform on ground management activities 

Undertake an analysis of all photo points, completed flora surveys, vegetation composition 
assessments and fauna surveys in 2019 to determine trends and inform future management 
activities 

Reserve Entrances 

R23 

 
R24 

Improve NHB Reserve entrances by installing additional signage, improving parking and 
undertaking landscaping activities 

Formalise car parking areas at Reserve entrances NH1 and NH8 

Tracks and trails 
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R25 Improve the NHB Reserve’s track networks by installing directional signs and improving the 
condition of existing tracks 

Infrastructure 

R26 

R27 

R31 

Install new dog waste bag dispensers and bins at Reserve entrances NH1 and NH6 

Install new outdoor seats at several locations 

Undertake a review of the infrastructure requirements of the NHB Reserve in 2019 

Community participation and awareness 

R32 

 
R36 

Undertake community education through letterbox drops to facilitate behavioural change 
and encourage ownership and appreciation of the values of the NHB Reserve 

Develop and distribute a Natone Hill bushfire management awareness brochure and 
distribute to residents bordering the NHB Reserve 

Implementation Plan 

R38 

 
R39 

Review progress against all performance measures identified in the Implementation Plan 
annually 

Review the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve Activity Plan 2015-
2019 in 2019 to assess progress and determine ongoing management priorities for the NHB 
Reserve 
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APPENDIX 14: SUMMARY OF ON GROUND MANAGEMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE GEILSTON BAY COASTAL RESERVE 
 

Weed management 

R4 

 
R5 

R6 

R7 

 
 
R8 

 

Weed control in the GBC Reserve should focus on maintaining areas where weed control 
has been previously undertaken 

Remove or burn piles of cut weeds from around Limekiln Point 

Undertake an annual sweep and follow-up control of all previously targeted weeds 

Control of exotic grasses and broadleaf weeds is only required in revegetation and 
landscaped areas, and where necessary as part of the GHB Reserve’s general 
maintenance program 

Undertake follow-up GPS mapping of all weeds in the GHB Reserve after five years to 
monitor progress and inform future weed control priorities 

Regeneration and revegetation 

R9 

 
R10 

 
R11 

Continue to undertake regular maintenance of existing revegetation areas to ensure 
successful establishment and ongoing visual amenity   

Undertake revegetation and landscaping at several locations in the GBC Reserve to 
improve visual amenity and provide habitat for native birds and animals 

New revegetation and landscaping activities should not be committed to unless sufficient 
resources are available to undertake ongoing regular maintenance of newly planted areas 

Riparian zone management and water sensitive urban design 

R12 

 
 
R13 

R14 

 

Develop and implement a WSUD Management Plan that investigates and assesses options 
for improving the current condition of Faggs Gully Creek, including water quality, water 
flows, stormwater runoff and riparian vegetation management   

Establish a water quality monitoring program for Faggs Gully Creek 

Educate local residents and user groups to contact TasWater if odour issues arise along 
Faggs Gully Creek 

Fauna habitat management 

R17 Develop and distribute a responsible cat management brochure and distribute to residents 
bordering the GBC Reserve 

Vegetation and fauna monitoring 

R20 

 
R21 

 
 
R22 

 

Establish photo points at several locations within the GBC Reserve to facilitate monitoring of 
annual regeneration growth 

Undertake fauna surveys, including aquatic surveys, in 2015 and 2019 to measure changes 
arising from Reserve management activities and to further inform on ground management 
activities 

Undertake an analysis of all photo points, completed flora surveys, vegetation composition 
assessments and fauna surveys in 2019 to determine trends and inform future management 
activities 

Reserve Entrances 

R23 Improve GBC Reserve entrances by installing additional signage 

Tracks and trails 

R25 Improve the GBC Reserve’s track networks by installing directional signs and improving the 
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condition of existing tracks 

Infrastructure 

R26 

R27 

R28 

 
R29 

 
R30 

 
 
R31 

Install new dog waste bag dispensers and bins at Reserve entrance GB6 

Install new outdoor seats at several locations  

Promote a preferred kayak launch site off the small beach adjacent to the GB3 car park and 
investigate feasibility of installing a wash down area  

Assess the technical feasibility of depositing coarse sand on the small beach adjacent to the 
GB3 car park to improve its amenity 

In consultation with the Derwent Estuary Program, review existing water quality data and 
establish a minimum six month water quality monitoring program for the small beach 
adjacent to the GB3 car park 

Undertake a review of the infrastructure requirements of the GBC Reserve in 2019 

Coastal erosion and inundation 

R32 

 
R33 

The Tasmanian Coastal Works Manual should be consulted prior to undertaking any on 
ground activities in coastal areas 

Assess and implement an appropriate adaptation response to prevent further erosion from 
occurring on the bank immediately above the small beach adjacent to the car park at GB3 

Community participation and awareness 

R34 

 
R35 

 
R37 

Engage with North Lindisfarne Primary School to encourage a continuation of the former 
Geilston Bay Landcare/Coastcare Group’s commitment to caring for the GBC Reserve   

Undertake community education through letterbox drops to facilitate behavioural change 
and encourage ownership and appreciation of the values of the Reserve 

Install new interpretation signs at GB6 and GB7 

Implementation Plan 

R38 

 
R39 

Review progress against all performance measures identified in the Implementation Plan 
annually 

Review the Natone Hill Bushland and Geilston Bay Coastal Reserve Activity Plan 2015-
2019 in 2019 to assess progress and determine ongoing management priorities for the GBC 
Reserve 

 


